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This school year has 
passed by so quickly.  I 
have been energized by 
the achievements of our 
students and our school.  
I’d like to announce one 
more school achievement, 
which is membership  in 
the National and Junior 
Honor Societies.  

Our teachers have 
continued to engage our 
students with some exciting 
PBLs.  Mrs. Jenkin’s year 
long Algebra I PBL caused 
just about every student to 
imagine that they, too, 
could be an entrepreneur! 

I have been approached by 
kindergarteners, first 
graders, second graders, 

third graders, fourth graders, 
and fifth graders regarding 
what they can do to help 
raise money for our capital 
campaign.  Some wanted to 
sell Chinese paper art, while 
others wanted to sell fresh 
fruit, and even smoothies.  
We have some very bright 
and ambitious students.   

Quite a few activities are 
planned in May.  These 
include our fist annual 
Father/Daughter, Mother/ 
Son Dance.  Our Awards 
Day will not only honor our 
students, but will honor our 
parents, as well.  Our 
Graduation has been 
streamlined to be a short, 
but sweet event.  So, arrive 
on time.  Please take note of 

May’s calendar of events on 
the last page in this newsletter. 

Don’t forget about Summer 
Camp.  Special discounts are 
available to HSE parents!  

Also, expect to hear about 
HSE events throughout the 
summer, such as our music 
festival at Wrens Nest!   

 

“Don’t forget about Summer 
Camp.  Special discounts are 
available to HSE parents!.” 

We are still forging ahead 
with our Phase I capital 
campaign plans.  Phase I is 
the purchase of 20 acres of 
land and the use of modular 
classrooms buildings.  We 
have identified several pieces 
of properties that meet our 
acreage requirements and 
are located in Lithonia.   

To help us achieve this, we 

are looking for investors.  
Anyone who wants to learn 
about investment 
opportunities that can 
benefit them financially 
should contact the office for 
additional information. 

We will  meet our Phase I 
campaign plans during 
the 2009-2010 school 
year.  

 

M arch  -  Apr i l  2009 
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It is spring time and the K-3 Caterpillars are close to 
the end.  The students have been working hard since 
the last session, and they really did deserve a much 
needed rest.  I hope everyone enjoyed their spring 
break.  

Before we went on break, students were blending two 
to four letter words and memorizing some sight 

words.  Throughout the school year we have enjoyed numerous books.  Last month 
we went into much detail talking about fairytales.  Plus, we acknowledged some 
authors of children’s books.  The students have been doing a wonderful job in math.  
They’ve gotten better counting orally, recognizing numbers, and writing them.  Each 
child got the chance to make their very own clock.  They’re catching on to hourly and 
half hour time.  We recognized St. Patrick’s Day, learned an Irish song, and learned 

about its history. 
Students enjoyed 
Easter egg 
hunting.   Finally, 
students have 
been introduced 
to plant life.��������������������������
 

 

We have experimented with how flowers drink and grow.  Students got the 
opportunity to plant flower seeds, water them, and watch them begin to grow.  Also, 
we did a sweet and sour taste test while making “old fashion” lemonade. Plus, 
students got to do a presentation on what they want to be when they grow up.  We 
continued discussing the state of Georgia, learned about what we all can do to help 
care for the Earth, and what’s outside the Earth.   Every student has had to use all 
five senses, while learning some new concepts, in order to work on these projects.   
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“I found an egg Miss Seay” 
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 you so much Mrs.  

McBride.   During the 
past few months the K4 
rockers have learned 
about reinforce word 
attack to associate 
sounds with pictures and 
to blend letter sounds to 
read words.  

The K4 rockers have 
become aware of word 
groups, action words, 
and descriptive words.  
They have also learned 
about animals in their 
natural habitats.  
Students made zoo 
animals out of clay, and 
sponge painted whales 
and zippy zebras out of 
cookie dough. 

For math, the students 

have learned the value of 
pennies, nickels, dimes, 
quarters, and dollars.  In 
the process of learning 
about money they were 
taught the skills of 
identification, classification, 
comparisons, and  making 
observations. 

The K4 rockers will be 
having a Mothers Day 
continental breakfast  for 
their moms on Friday 
May 8 th ,  between the 
hours of 8 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.  
So moms, the rockers and I 
will see you there.  Rockers 
I love you and 
congratulations to all of you 
K4 Rocks. 
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The K4 rockers have 
had a tremendous year 
thus far I must say I am 
very proud of each and 
every one of you.  The 
rockers have just 
finished their last letter 
book for the year so Hip 
Hip Hoorah! For the 
remainder of the year 
the rockers will be 
focusing on blending, 
comprehension skills, 
high frequency words,  
and story 
comprehension.  

Recently the K4 rockers 
were taught how to put 
together a book report 
by one of my fantastic 
parents, Mrs. Mary 
McBride.  The book 
report was done as a 
sandwich. The bread 
was the title, the lettuce 
was the summary, the 
tomato was the setting, 
turkey was the main 
characters, cheese was 
the opinion, and the 
mustard was the 
favorite part. 

All of the book reports 
were fantastic, so 
please stop by our wall 
of fame to see how well 
they turned out. Thank 
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congregation of The 2nd 
Baptist Church in 
Baldwin, New York for 
organizing a successful 
"book drive".    

As a member of the HSE 
Girls Scout Troop 22423, 
Kayla has first hand 
knowledge that "A 
WOMAN can indeed 
lead a nation, a school, 
and anything she 
wants to lead".     
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On Sunday, April 18th, 
2009 Kayla Graham, 
HSE second grader, 
attended a ceremony in 
New York, honoring 
Madame President 
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, 
of Liberia.   This was a 
celebration in which 
Madame President gave 
heartfelt thanks from the 
children of Liberia to 
Mrs. Marcia Gallant, 
Kayla's Aunt, and the 

 

 

Second grader, Kayla Graham (future leader), and Ma dame President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, President 
of the Republic of Liberia. 

 

 

President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf 
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Greetings!  Although the school year is coming to an end, the second and third graders are still 
going strong in Science and Social Studies.   

In Science, the second graders completed units on forces and the so lar system .  Students 
studied the phases of the moon and how the moon affects the environment.  One assignment 
included students creating a calendar and drawing a picture of the moon that they observed every 
night for an entire month.  The third graders studied magnetic forces and landforms .  
Assignments included researching how magnets are used in machines and identifying landforms 
in other countries.  

In Social Studies the second and third graders completed lessons on map a nd chart skills .  
To display how these skills are applied, the students researched online maps including Google 
Earth and Yahoo Maps.  The third graders also completed lessons on economics a nd 
researched news articles that were related to curre nt economic issues .  Third grade parent 
Mrs. Mitchell visited the students and discussed the importance of budgeting and also how banks 
work.   

                          

Our students also participated in a five mile fitness walk at Stone Mountain Park.  During this walk, 
students identified landforms that they observed. Students also observed how walking at the same 
pace up a hill as on a flat surface changes the heart rate.  We concluded the day with fun in the 

sun.   

                   

Although ITBS is complete, there is a still lot to do.  Stay tuned! 
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Special thanks go out to all 
of the proctors who kindly 
gave their time to assist in 
the classrooms during the 
ITBS. Your efforts are so 

greatly appreciated. 

 

I would also like to thank 
the second grade parents 

for providing all of my 
students with daily 

nutritious snacks during 
the week of testing. 
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Students in 2 nd/3rd grade working together to prepare something “Yummy ” to eat. 
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2nd/3rd Grade Spelling Bee 
Spelling is a very important part of your child’s education, and it's often part of class work and homework as 
a subject. Organizing a spelling bee in the classroom is a fun way to get the students to brush up on their 
spelling skills and get everyone involved in the learning fun. 

 

The students will participate in a spelling bee in May (date and time will be announced soon.) Both classes 
will study past spelling words to compete in this fun and friendly end of year competition. 
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The Boy Scout Venturing Program is  a youth development program for boys and girls .  It 
allows students who have completed the eighth grade to work with businesses and 
organizations in the community.  Each student’s interests are matched with businesses in the 
local community.  Through on-the-job experiences, students are enabled to pursue their 
individual interests, and to develop leadership skills. 
 

In order for the program to work for students at HSE, we need parental volunteers.  Mr. Andrew 
Daugett has completed the indoor training portion o f the program.   We need an additional 
female adult volunteer.   These are some of the goals of the program. 
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Welcome Spring! 

Have you ever heard the saying “Spring showers bring May flowers?”  This year (more than last) Spring has lived up 
to its bargain and HSE intends to live up to ours; Change brings Hope, Hope brings Change. 
 
This issue contains information about our campaign progress, new website and infomercial, and our fundraising efforts 
currently underway. There is still time to get involved, make a decision today to join us in our efforts and help Hope 
bring Change to our children. 
 
Until next month...  Best regards. 
 
1. Feature Article: 
There are three primary strategies that we are working on to generate publicity and donations to the expansion efforts 
for HSE. 
A. 100% 

The deadline for your participation in our 100% campaign is Friday May 1st 2009. It is imperative that we have 
your commitment by this date to ensure accurate accounting and ordering of bricks.  To confirm your support 
and pledge please email qhanley@hopeschoolsofexcellence.com. We can’t reach 100% without you! 

 
B. HOPE brings Change website has officially launch ed. 

Visit us at www.Hopechanges.us today for information on our Capital Campaign. This site is a work in 
progress and we need your comments to correct areas overlooked. All constructive critiques and praises are 
welcomed.  An infomercial was filmed in March and will be unveiled on April 18th at our Meet and Greet co-
sponsored by Capitol City Bank & Trust Company and on our new website! The taping was coordinated by 
Boybluecasual.com and includes appearances by our very own teachers and students. 

 
C. Fundraising Opportunities by School 

60 days of Change 
We are asking the Lower School students (grades PK3-5th) to collect change for HOPE for the months of 
March and April. The class that collects the highest amount will be treated to a Pizza Party sponsored by 
Leapin Lizards Inflatable Fun & Party Center in Decatur. The individual student who submits the most Change 
for HOPE will also be given a limited edition, specially designed t-shirt designed by KingdomKlothes.com. 

 
I �  HOPE 
We are asking all of our Middle and High School students to help us market exclusively boutique designed 
HOPE Schools of Excellence t-shirts to their friends and family. The proceeds from the sale of will be split 
50/50 benefiting HSE’s Capital Campaign. The student that sells the most shirts will be given a free t-shirt 
from any one of KingdomKlothes.com exclusive designs. 

 
This shirt will be unveiled on April 18th at our HSE Meet & Greet by our very own CEO Mrs. 
Brenda S. Stinson. Be sure to let her know how good she looks. 

 
Grants Writing & Foundation Soliciting 
We have successfully submitted a grant for the upcoming school year and are awaiting their response. We will 
keep you posted on the responses received. 

 
2. Volunteer: 
2. Volunteer 
If you have a desire to assist us with this campaign, please contact Quiana Hanley at 
qhanley@hopeschoolsofexcellence.com include “Volunteer” in the subject line. 
 
3. Contact the Editor: 
3. Contact the Editor 
Copyright © 2009 by Hope Schools of Excellence - All Rights Reserved. 
Editor: Quiana L Hanley, 
qhanley@hopeschoolsofexcellence.com 
6440 Rock Springs Road, Lithonia GA 30038 
PH404.606.9081 FX 484.918.2006 
Visit us online at:http://www.hopeschoolsofexcellence.com  
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Got Hope? 

 

Students, family, faculty, and friends stop for a picture before beginning the Walk for 
Diabetes and Breast Cancer awareness.  This HSE walk took place at Stone 
Mountain Park.  Students in K3 – 1st grades walked 1.4 miles, while all others 
walked 5 miles! 
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Class News 

Wow!! This year is quickly 
coming to a close. What a 
year it has been.  Every 
year, I try to incorporate 
something new in my 
classroom.  I am always 
on the hunt to find a new 
way for my students to 
learn and apply classroom 
instruction to their lives.  
One of the challenges that 
arise with teaching math 
and history is that 
students often think the 
information is irrelevant to 
their lives.  So the new 
event in my class was 
MEET the Entrepreneur 
Days.  These are the days 
that entrepreneurs come 
to class, and explain how 
they apply concepts that 
they learned or wish they 
would have learned in 
school in their everyday 

lives.  

We have had guests from 
all areas of business.  Our 
very own Mrs. Stinson 
started us off at the 
beginning of the year 
speaking to the students 
about how she made a 
vision into reality, and our 
last guest Ms. Linda 
Proctor-Merritt even hired 
one of our students for a 
day in her event planning 
business. We even had one 
of student’s grandmother, 
Ms. Gines, speak to us 
about her business of 
recording the history of 
African American people.  
She has even challenged 
our students to create their 
own family’s history and 
lineage.  Do you know your 
great grandparents’ names?  
What about your great, 
great grandparents?  
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Children of Hope Bank  

The 2008-2009 school 
year was the first full year 
of operation for Children 
of Hope’s Bank, and it has 
been a great one.  Bank 
officers DeAndre Terry, 
Summer McPherson, 
Chelsea Breed, and 
Jabria Stinson have 
worked really hard, and 
they have been 
successful in opening 
over 50 student accounts 
with over $2,000 in 
deposits.  Our bank 
officers have hosted 
several events at the 
school to encourage 
depositing money into the 
bank.  The most 
successful deposit contest 
resulted in a group of 
students earning a trip to 
CeCe’s Pizza.  

Just recently, the bank 
officers had an opportunity 
to take a tour of the 
Atlanta Federal Reserve 
Bank .  The students 
learned about the history 
of money, the 
responsibilities of the 
Federal Reserve Banks in 
the United States, and 
how the circulation of 
money is managed.  We 
had a great time, and we 
look forward to closing the 
school year with an end of 
the year deposit party.  

 

Ms. Gines speaks to students about her business of 
recording the history of African American people. 
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The 5th graders recently studied a section on elements and compounds. To 
demonstrate how water can be broken down into its elemental components, they 
performed an experiment showing how an electrical charge could be used to split 
water into hydrogen and oxygen. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During a chapter on the four types of rocks, the 6th graders learned about a 
sedimentary rock called rock salt.  Further discussions revolved around how rock 
salt changes the freezing point of water and is useful to clear frozen roads and to 
help make ice cream. To demonstrate the usefulness of rock salt in making ice 
cream, the students made bagged ice cream that was edible. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 7th grade students recently studied DNA and hereditary and how traits could be 
passed from a parent to an offspring. To reinforce the image that DNA looks like a 
twisted ladder, the students created models of DNA using twizzlers and gummy 
bears. 
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In engineering and technology, the 5th and 6th 
graders are learning how to play Sim City in 
preparation for next year’s competition sponsored 
by National Engineers. In a joint project with Mrs. 
Jenkins, the 7th, 8th and 9th graders are creating their own board games. To advance 
and ultimately win the games, they have to correctly answer math problems from the 
material that they have covered this year. The 10th graders were introduced to 
physic’s properties and will begin constructing a pneumatic ping-pong ball launcher. 
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have outstanding service, 
leadership, and character 
qualifications will receive 
this honor.  A committee of 
teachers nominates the 
middle and high school 
students, who will receive 
this honor each year.  
College scholarships are 
available to seniors who 
receive the NHS award 
($1,000 - $13,000).   

Britney Ross  will receive 
an award for the National 
Honor Society.  The 
following students will 
receive awards for the 

We sang a song in my 
home church that stated, 
“You can’t beat God’s 
blessings no matter how 
hard you try.”  HSE isn’t 
trying to beat His blessing, 
but is thankful for them.  
Mr. Jeff Stinson led the 
way for HSE’s selection to 
have charter chapters of 
the National Honor 
Society and National 
Junior Honor Society.   

This is a tremendous 
benefit to our student 
body.  Our students who 
maintain a 3.5 GPA, and 

National Junior Honor 
Society:  Lionel Shanklin , 
Jabria Stinson , Ashleigh 
Dennis, Michael 
Matthews, and Chelsea 
Sammons . 
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  The 8th graders 
recently completed a 
poster board project that 
explored Rudolfo 
Anaya’s claim that “the 
American image created 
by the mass media is an 
image of youth, not old 
age.”   The projects will 
soon be displayed 
outside of my 
classroom. Please feel 
free to stop by and take a 
look. 

  The 9th graders just 
finished learning about 
satire and satirical essays 

!������2�3��
 

It’s hard to believe that 
the school year is 
almost over. This year 
has flown by!   I have had 
the pleasure of watching 
my students grow and 
develop into scholars. 
They have worked hard 
this year and have learned 
a great deal, reading and 
tackling material that is 
usually introduced to older 
students. They have 
become both outspoken 
and confident. I genuinely 
look forward to teaching 
and interacting with the 
kids each day.    

and are preparing to 
read Shakespeare’s 
Romeo and Juliet. The 
10th graders each wrote 
an additional chapter to 
The Secret Life of Bees 
and will be presenting 
readings of their work. 
Lastly, the 7th graders 
have been 
enthusiastically reading 
To Kill a Mockingbird, 
and the 6th graders will 
begin reading the book 
Holes.  
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This month proved to be another month of hands on 
learning in Ms. Huff’s class. Students discovered 
how objects get electric charges and how electric 
current flows, by building different electrical and 
electronic circuits. 

 

 

 
          

 

 

 

In the above pictures, students are building an Electric Light and Switch Circuit to show how 
electricity is turned “on” and “off” with a switch; a DC Motor and Switch Circuit to show 
how electricity is used to run a Direct Current (DC) Motor; and a Sound Activated Switch 
Circuit to show how sound can turn “on” an electric device. 
 
The fourth graders also this month went to the movies to see Monsters vs. Aliens and 
participated in the Monsters vs. Aliens educational program, created by Scholastic and 
Hewlett-Packard. This film inspired program helped students in grades 4–6 practice 

important math and science skills. These same skills are at the 
foundation of the breakthrough 3D technology which brings this 
film to life! Students used ratios and relied on their problem-solving 
skills to determine which monster was taller, or shorter than the 
other; learned basic concepts of two- and three-dimensional objects 
and applied this knowledge to create a three-dimensional object; and 
learned the basics of measurement, liquids and solids, then applied 
the concepts by creating their own ooze using various recipes! 
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time (s= d/t) and related 
the effect of friction on the 
change in acceleration.  
They will conclude the unit 
with the construction of a 
homemade roller coaster 
capable of transporting a 
56-58 g object such as a 
tennis ball.  

Ninth grade Biology 
students  have been 
focusing their studies on 
genetics including Punnett 
squares and the Human 
Genome project.  They 
have also completed their 
own personal family 
pedigrees in which they 
traced the phenotype 
(physical expression) of 
hair color.  They will 
conclude the unit 
extracting DNA from cheek 
cells.  The final unit of the 
year will entail body 

systems.  The students 
will complete virtual and 
physical dissections of   
Rana forreri (grass frog), 
Sus domesticus (fetal pig) 
and Squalus acanthus 
(dogfish shark). 

Tenth grade 
Chemistry students  
are near the completion 
of naming chemical 
compounds.  They have 
also been identifying 
equations (synthesis, 
decomposition, 
single/double 
replacement ) and 
balancing equations.  
Their next series of 
chemical laboratories will 
be based on calculating 
the number of moles in 
each reactant in a single 
or double replacement 
reaction.     
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 Seventh grade students  have 
completed their students on the 
United States and are near 
completion of Canada.  The 
hands-on activity of the month 
included replicating each state’s 
flag.  They will finish the year’s 
course with a look at their 
genealogy and attempt to trace 
their family’s name to the country 
of origin. 

Eighth grade physical 
science students  have begun 
their students on Newtonian 
motion.  The students are learning 
the Three Laws of Motion as 
relating to roller coasters.  In order 
to test the First Law of Motion—an 
object at rest will remain at rest or 
an object in motion will remain in 
motion unless acted upon by an 
outside force—the students 
completed a hands-on activity.  
The students calculated the speed 
of 2 books using distance and 
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Many people like Chinese dumplings 
(ji � o z�).  Do you know how to make 
them?  Is it difficult to learn to do it?  
You can check with some cooking 
books or go to internet for the 
information. However, if you never 
touch it, you may not do it properly. 

Our 8th grade and 10th grade 
students got a chance to experience 
the whole process: to make our own 
ji � o z�. 

We bought the necessary materials: 
flour, vegetable, ground beef, 
mushrooms, gingers, soy sauce and 

so on. Everybody contributed to the 
preparation and everybody wanted 
to do more.  All of us learned and 
got fun! 

Making the dough was a heavy job. 
John’s strong arm did the best 
work. 
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These students washed the vegetables carefully. 

 

 
Making the wrapping...  

 
The boys were good at wrapping the dumpling. 

 

 
Dumplings are ready to be boiled.  

 

The students learned how to make the 
fillings. 

 

Dumplings were ready to be boiled.  
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(The Blaan Dalel Christian Academy -  B.D.CA.)  
Our adopted school in the Philippines held its 8th commencement exercises on  April 6, 2009 

 
Our very own Mrs. Malit (owner and director of B.D. CA.) flew to the Philippines along with 
Elizabeth Omilami of Hosea Feed the Hungry, Inc. du ring spring break to take part in the 
graduation ceremony.  

 
 

The teachers from B.D.C.A. wore their “Hope Schools” t-shirts with pride!  
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GRADUATION APRIL 4, 2009 
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Mrs. Malit with 6th grade female graduates. 

                                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                       

                                           

 

B.D.C.A. teachers display bracelets made and 
sent to them by Hope schools of Excellence 
10th graders. 

 
B.D.C.A. teacher displays his gift from Mr. 
Yu’s Chinese class 

 

These girls pose in their school 
uniforms. 

 

 
These students sit quietly and attentively 
as they are being taught.  

 
This is what a typical B.D.C.A class look like.  
Teachers are given tremendous respect . 
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AY CARRAMBA!!!  This year school is almost over.   Our HSE students have done an excellent job in their Spanish 
classes and they are ready to advance to the next level. 

The 5th and 9th grades had a great time showing off their Spanish cooking skills and they are preparing to go to a 
Mexican restaurant on April 30th where they will test their Spanish speaking skills by ordering their food in Spanish.  
This is always a big event for HSE Spanish students and they look forward to it every year. 

The 3rd grade just finished a very exciting project which was to invent a Spanish game.   Currently, they are learning 
about Spanish food and flavors.  

Spanish Food – PBL 
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Third grade Spanish game - PBL 
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O’ AMBASSADOR PARENTS, THANK YOU AGAIN FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 

WE COULD NOT HAVE DONE IT WITHOUT YOU!!! 

  

 

 

 

The O’ Ambassadors have had a very successful year and we are happy to 
announce that we have met our goal for the year. 
 
A pizza party to celebrate our success is awaiting our club members.  The date will 
be announced soon. 
 
During our next meeting, we will choose another country to support for the upcoming 
school year. 
 
 
Again, HSE has done an outstanding job in bringing “HOPE” to the world! 
 
  

 

 
Mrs. Malit 

O Ambassador Club director 
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Don’t worry about the test…  

   Don’t get stressed…  

      Just do your best! 
 

Students and teachers took a break on Friday, April 
17th to rally before the week of ITBS testing.  Affairs 
by Deidre prepared a family reunion style cook out. 

Michaela Johnson coached a group of student 
cheerleaders.  This group of students then led the 
student body in cheers.  Everyone had a great time! 

 

 

 

The weather was great and so were these 
cheerleaders. 

 

 

Affairs by Dierdre brought their outdoor grill, so 
that student could enjoy grilled hamburgers, 
turkey burgers, and hotdogs.   

Thanks Affairs by Dierdre! 
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We are honored to have an engaged group of parents, 
who are passionate about helping to make HSE better.  
This meet and mingle was held at Capitol City Bank & 
Trust. (Thanks Tregonie.)  Thanks also to the PTO for 
paying for some of the refreshments.  Quiana Hanley 
debuted the new HSE infomercial and bedazzled T-Shirts, 
which are for sale and will benefit the capital campaign.   
Dionne Waters made beautiful floral arrangements. 

HSE teachers put together PowerPoint presentations to 
show potential business partners and parents.  We are 
planning multiple Meet and Mingles for next year. 
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One of HSE’s goals is to 
provide a service to humanity.  
Service can be provided via 
something as small as 
acknowledging and educating 
our youth about the impact the 
diabetes and breast cancer 
have on our families.  
Knowledge about these 
diseases empowers all of us.  
All HSE students participated 
in the annual awareness walk 
at Stone Mountain Park.   

Breast cancer is the number 
two most prevalent cancer 
amongst women.  Skin cancer 
is first.  The American Cancer 
Society estimates that over 
180,000 new cases will be 
diagnosed each year for 
women and around 2,000 new 
cases will be diagnosed in 
men.  Yes, men get it, too! 

Women are encouraged to 
perform self breast 
examinations and to have 

annual mammograms 
beginning at the age of 40. 

Diabetes is a disease in which 
the body does not produce an 
adequate amount of insulin.  
The American Diabetes 
Association estimates that 23 
million children and adults in 
the US have diabetes.  Visit 
your doctor annually, because a 
simple test can determine if you 
have diabetes and can save 
your organs and your life. 
 

 

K3 - 1st graders walk 1.4 miles for Diabetes and 
Breast Cancer Awareness.  Parents, teachers, and 
friends join. 

 

 

Moms walked with their children.  Second through 

tenth graders walked 5 miles.  

 

Quite a few dads and teachers walked 5 miles.  

Even babies as young as 6 months old 
participated. 
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Red rover, red rover, send Coach Patterson right ov er… 

 

 

Cheese!  

 

 

Teacher, Mark White, reflected on his youth and 
thought that he could still walk on his hands.  
See for yourself how successful that was! 

Love you, Mark! 

 

 

Students watch in amazement as teacher,  Mrs. 
Williams, shows them that she can still do a 
cartwheel. 

 

 

Making sand mounds was fun!  

 



    �(  

( �� �<��- �� �!�� ������� �
As HSE’s upper school 
student body continues to 
grow, we are developing 
activities specifically for 
them.  They wanted to 
have a dance in April.  
The dance was hosted at 
Leapin Lizards  from 8 
p.m. to midnight. 

The students invited other 
students from several 
other private schools.  
The first part of the dance 
was a formal affair.  The 
second half was a spring 
“fling” where they 
changed clothes into a 
more casual attire.  The 

students enjoyed a live DJ 
and multiple inflatable 
slides, as high as 17’. 

Ms. Celeste Bonton did 
a great job planning the 
event.  Mrs. Tregonie 
Lawson and Mrs. Dione 
Cubas also helped to 
finalize the event, which 
lead to a party that was 
enjoyed by everyone.   

The dance was catered by 
Affairs by Dierdre.   The 
PTO contributed $200 
towards the dance.  This 
money was used for food, 
flatware, silverware, and 
decorations 

HSE’s students, teachers, 
parents, and business 
partners Rock!  Thanks 
everyone for a fun filled 
night. 
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Teachers enjoyed the party, as well.  Ms. Celeste 
Bonton is shown here having fun on a 17’ slide. 

 

 

9th grader, Ana Ayana, enjoyed the slides, too! 

 

 

These students were getting their swag on. 
 

Have you seen this dance before?  

 

...and then there was more fun on the inflatables. 

 

 

... and more dancing 
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Soul Train line...   
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We kicked off the 
BoxTops for Education 
Program this year.  This is 
a wonderful program that 
pays schools for turning in 
BoxTop for Education 
labels from participating 
products.  Many of you 
may be asking, “How 
much money can we 
really earn for the 
school?”  In 2008, Navajo 
Lutheran Mission School 
earned over $31,000 for 
use in projects and 
programs at the school.  
The top 10 earning 
schools all earned greater 
than $8,000.  For our 1st 
year, without a great deal 
of fanfare or publicity, we 
earned about $50.  This 
means the sky is the limit 
for our earning capability. 

 

What do we need from 
you ?  We need you to 
review the attached list 
of participating 
products.  For those 
products you use that 
have the BoXtops for 
Education label on 
them, clip the  label.  Ask 
your brothers, sisters, 
parents, grandparents, 

aunts, uncles and 
neighbors to collect 
labels for you.  Once we 
return from summer 
break, turn all labels in 
to the students’ 
homeroom teachers. 

 

We will collect the 
BoxTops labels until the 
end of September.  At that 
time, we will count the 
BoxTops turned in for 
each homeroom.  The 
homeroom with the most 
BoxTops will receive an 
ice cream party in their 
honor! 

 

Once again, we’re not 
asking you to buy any 
products that you don’t 
currently purchase.  
However, when you buy 
the Ziploc bags, Cheerios 
cereal, Juicy Juice 

products, Kleenex tissues 
and more that you already 
buy, please clip and save 
the BoxTops label.  The full 
list of participating products 
is listed on the following 
page.  In addition, there is 
a collection sheet on which 
BoxTops labels can be 
placed.  This collection 
sheet is the perfect way to 
collect labels during the 
summer break. 

 

Thank you for your support 
for the BoxTops for 
Education during the past 
year.  Thank you for your 
continued and growing 
support for BoxTops for 
Education during the 
upcoming year.  We’ve 
been told to expect to earn 
$500 next year.  We 
believe that goal is too low 
for the students and 
families of HSE.  Through 
active participation in the 
BoxTops for Education 
program, we should be 
able to reach our NEW 
goal of $1000.  Thank you 
again, and happy 
collecting!  Don’t forget 
the winning homeroom 
will receive an ice cream 
party!!!  
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This year the Chess at Hope has 
spread it wings and is now 
beginning to flourish. This is the 
second year that chess has been 
offered at Hope Schools of 
Excellence as an extra-curricular 
option and the growth in our players 
from year one to year two had been 
staggering. Chess at Hope focuses 
on the development of several 
critical skills that all students need 
to be successful academically and 
in life in general. Chess at Hope 
aids in the development of math, 
reading, critical thinking, and life 
skills. 

 

Children develop math skills  with 
chess because of a common 
requirement of chess and math is 
visualization. This usually occurs in 
Grade 2 (at age 7). Chess develops 
visualization abilities as follows:  

·  Chess board - The chess 
board is laid out in a 
checkered pattern of a large 
square comprised of 64 
smaller squares arranged 
8x8. Children can be taught 
their way around the board 
through its various patterns 
(ranks, files, diagonals, 
coloring of squares).  

·  Moves of the chess pieces - 
The child first learns the 
movements of the chess 
pieces which travel in 
straight lines: pawn, rook, 
bishop, and queen. But then 
the child is introduced to a 
movement that is quite 
different from the others: 
the L-shaped jump of the 
knight. The movement is 
not only different from the 
child’s previous chess 
experience, but is also likely 
an entirely new experience 
for the child. The child must 
learn  to visualize the 

movement.  
·  Moving chess pieces 

around on the chess board - 
Moving a chess piece from 
a starting square to an 
ending square forces the 
child to visualize the 
patterns and movements.  

 

Reading comprehension  is 
improved because sorting out what 
is important in a chess position is 
the same as sorting out the contents 
of a multi-media web page.  

 

Critical thinking skills  can be 
developed from chess in the field of 
logic, with applications to reading, 
writing, research, and learning:  

·  Analysis - list, assess 
strengths and weaknesses 
(use observation, reference 
to standards); develop 
possible actions (use 
imagination)  

·  Evaluation - assess the 
value of an action  

·  Judgment - compare 
alternative actions and 
determine which is best  

·  Planning - form a plan for an 
action; break it down into 
achievable steps  

The development of these skills is 
due to the forced alternation of 
moves by the two players of the 
game. To have any success in a 
chess game, a child must learn to 
reason as follows:  

"If I do this (move 1), then my opponent 
will do that (move 2)"; and  

"If I do this (move choice 1), then it will 
be a better result for me than if I do that 
(move choice 2)".  

 

In the right teaching environment, chess 
can be used to develop a wide range of 
life skills for the student's personal 
growth and ability to interact socially. 
Here are some examples:  

·  Competition – gain self-esteem 
and confidence from winning; 
take defeat and learn from 
losing  

·  Concentration – success from 
your own effort  

·  Cooperation – team play for 
your school; playing double 
chess (bughouse) with a partner  

·  Fair play - playing by the rules  
·  Hard work – study plus practice 

will lead to achieving the goal  
·  Knowledge sharing – mentoring; 

play weaker players to help 
them  

·  Maturity – consideration for 
others, social behavior  

·  Responsibility - your actions 
bring consequences  

Our students have not mastered any of 
the above mentioned skills but process 
of watching them develop has been 
phenomenal. We have competed in five 
(5) tournaments this year with the 
culminating tournament being at Hope 
Schools of Excellence on Saturday, May 
2, 2009. There have been some exciting 
victories at these tournaments and some 
devastating defeats but the most 
exciting thing about it all is the students 
keep competing, keep trying, and they 
keep learning…what more could a 
coach want.     

�����������	
���� Chess Coach 
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Capitol City Bank 
and Trust Company 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

�  May 1:   May Day 

�  May 4-8: Teacher Appreciation Week  

�  May 5:   Cinco de Mayo;  

                      National Teacher’s Day 

�  May 7:   Adults vs Students                    

      Basketball Game 

�  May 8:   Mother’s Day Breakfast         

                   for parents; various teachers  

�  May 9:    Car Wash Fundraiser 

�  May 10:  Mother’s Day 

�  May 11:  PTO Executive Meeting 

�  May 16:  Father/Daughter,  

                       Mother/Son Dance  

�  May 18:  PTO Meeting 

�  May 20:  Awards Day (10 a.m.) 

�  May 22:  Graduation Day (6:30 p.m.) 

�  May 25:  Memorial Day 
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6440 Rock Springs Rd 
Lithonia, GA 30038 

Phone:   678.323.8000 
Fax:   678.323.8003 

www.hopeschoolsofexcellence.com  
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We’re on the Web! 

www.hopeschoolsofexcellence.com 
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Would you like to share information 
about your business with all HSE 
parents, partners, and everyone 
who visits our website?  If so, 
advertise in the Hope Herald. 

Rates are low and affordable.  For 
more information, contact Mrs. 
Stinson at:  

bstinson@hopeschoolsofexcellence.com
. 

 

This will be our reality soon.  
Our kids deserve it.  Keep 
this vision alive. 

If we can believe it, we can 
achieve it. 

Get involved.  Don’t wait for 
someone to ask you to help.  
Contact the front office to 
find out how you can make 
a difference! 


