The Bible says that God is
faithful. Because of who He
is, He will keep his
covenant. We, as His
children, should be faithful,
as well.

In 2006, when | resigned
from my IT management
position with a fortune 500
company, it was an act of
obedience and faithfulness.
| didn’t question why God
chose me to start Hope.

It's awesome to know that
we started Hope during a
period of time that we have
been told was a period of
economic recession. During
this “recession”, our student
enrollment doubled in size.

Now, we hear from our new
President, Barack Obama,
that the US is in a period of
economic depression.

When you know who your
Father is and speak with His
authority, you understand
“the audacity of Hope.” We
not only have received our
SAIS and SACS-CASI
accreditations within the first
year of our existence, but we
are now officially members
of the National Association
of Independent Schools,
NAIS.

In addition, we were
interviewed by the
headmasters of East Minster
School, Piedmont Academy,
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That's interesting. | know
that there is no recession
or depression in God’s
faithfulness and favor. He
has and will continue to
keep His covenant to His
faithful children.

I've thought about how
many times I've heard the
word “Hope” over the last
year. | had no idea that
when | prayed to God for a
name for our school and
God gave me “Hope”,
because He is our Hope,
that a young Senator from
Chicago was also building
a presidential campaign
around “Hope.” There’s no
mistake in what God is
doing in the world today.
He’s constantly reminding
us that He is our Hope. |
see His hands in
everything that we do.

and Atlanta Christian
School for membership in
the Georgia Independent
School Association, GISA.

| am pleased to tell you
that we will be inducted

into GISA in March.

In addition, we are gaining
notoriety in our community.
We've spoken before the S.
Dekalb Rotary Club, been
invited to the Trumpet
Awards, and have been
invited to join a coalition of
businesses who will receive
funds from the Children’s
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Our phones continue to ring
off the hook with prospective
parents and our front office
is constantly doing tours.
We have a large number of
students on our wait list for
the upcoming school year.

There is no recession or
depression in God’s
promises to His people.

“There is no recession or
depression in God'’s faithfulness
and favor to His children, who
keep His commandments.”

Defense Fund. We are
thankful for Mrs. Jean
Wallace, who met with
President Bush in Oct 2008
regarding the Children’s
Defense Fund. She has said
that HSE needs to “hold on,
because our blessings are
coming fast and furious.”
We’'re holding on....

We are also thankful for all of
our parents, business
partners, and especially our
PTO leadership and
subcommittee chairpersons
for all that you do for Hope.
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HAPPY NEW YEAR!! We have made it half way throutjie school year. Yet, there is sooo much more t
learn. We are growing and gaining a lot of knowlked Some new caterpillars have joined our cl&dss,
Ms. Edwards is back in action in the classroom wgh

Students can now rhyme some words. They’re beginta blend sounds,
clapping for syllables, and starting to learn siengight words. “Ww” is for
Worms in Dirt (pictured here). This was a taseatr Also, we have coveredf 2
numbers up to fifteen. The concepts of more thess, than, weight and >
height measurement have also been introduced. Soimals have more legs
than others.

Remembering Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and watchihe inauguration of
President Barack Obama have opened the doorsrtorigabout a small

- portion of the great history of African -

,':.j. {. S Americans. The class has learned about what sommabnare doing to
g survive the winter and how land animals differ frarater animals.

' Students are studying about the different stagegatdr - gas, liquid and

solid. Plus, we are beginning to learn about theesof Georgia and our
local communities.

Learning never ends. Students have learned abwbhmge juice in its
liquid state is made and al
can be frozen into a solid
popsicle.

We've found . .
! out how much £
, -+ aHSEK-3 =
= Caterpillar ;
really weighs. -

wOow!

Happy Birthday to Cariann, our flrst K 3 Caterpilta
turn four years =S ,-

old! Thanks
Mrs. Hanley for
our first lesson
in Sign
Language.
Until next




HSE families have been given a
once in a life time opportunity to be
guaranteed an indisputably low
cost for private school education
with HSE.

The deadline for this program has
been extended to May 22, 2009 .

There are two options. Option 1 is
payment in full for $49K. Option 2
is two payments of $25K each.

The K4 rockers have been learning ™
about recognition of initial A

consonants, A
writing letters, and word association &3
between sounds, symbols, and word,
They are also learning how to i
recognize sets. In addition, they ares
learning to spell dictated words.

In math, the students are learning tdj
add vertical addition sets & how to
solve addition and subtraction
problems. For black history the
rockers have learned about Thurgo
Marshall, Booker T. Washington,
Rosa parks, and mamyore. For our
black history program, the rockers
did a tribute and a song to President
Barack Obama called “Dear Obarha.
The K4 class rocked.

Capitol City Bank has offered
parents several options for
0Iaaving fun working on a PBL obtaining the Tuition for Life plan.

“N" is for link necklaces & bird’s
nest cookies. “M” for monkeys and
counting money. “P” for pink Pops
and Shaker pudding.

Happy Birthday to Hamed Fudaeel
Feb,20th and Brieanne Hanley
Feb,27. Rockers Keep up the good
work and | love you. K4----------
Rocks.

Our teacher has as much fun as we do
on our PBLs

...Caught eating the eggs in the bird's nest!




This month we have had a wonderful
time learning about a special era in our
history known as The Harlem
Renaissance. The children did a
wonderful job re-enacting a "A night

at the Cotton Club". They were so
awesome at the Black History bowl. |
just wanted to say what a wonderful
job the students did with the extra
work, but it was well worth it.

The 1st grade students have been
working hard on adding and
subtracting 3 sets of numbers with re-
grouping, learning systematic
sequential vocabulary words,
pronouns, verbs, states, and capitals.

Come by and see just how much we

A

. 1st Graders enjoy re-enacting a night at the
# $ # Cotton Club, with Jazz music, dance, and
poetry from the Harlem Renaissance.

Just as we said, this semester has beeaomp|eted lessons on peop|e who make the Underground Railroad, they had to
eventful, but we are definitely off to a communities safer, early inventors, and choose which course to take in an
great start in Science and Social Studiegavery in early America. These student effort to reach the free land. In

Travel with us as we discover the eventgatched episodes of “American Inventor Science, students learned about the
and people times of the Underground where they played the role of the judges properties of matter and completed a
Railroad to discovering chemical and  and identified characteristics of successt school scavenger hunt for containers
physical changes that may have taken jnventions. As we celebrated Black histt that included measurements for

place during that time. month, the third graders completed an  volume. We thank you for your

Let's take a look at what has been don@fiine activity entitled “Choose your owr continued support as we traveled from
Social Studies and Science with the ~ Destiny on the Underground Railroad.” / ancient times to exploring inventions of
second graders. The second graders HR@¥ were presenteaiith different the future. It has definitely been an
completed lessons on the RevolutionargPstacles that could have taken place o1 exciting start to the semester.

War, the Constitution, and slavery in v ;

early America. Some of the activities
included writing their own Constitution
for their own make believe country, and
roll playing a day in the life of a slave. In
honor of Black history month, the second
graders created their own Negro spiritual
and compared and contrasted spirituals
from the pre Civil War era to songs of
today. In Science, the second graders
have completed lessons on identifying th
states and properties of matter. One
activity included identifying what type of
changes take place while paper was mad

to appear as if it were from hundreds of /,b:
years ago. - -

The third graders continue to make Mrs. Williams and students are shown working on the ir Black History project
strides in Social Studies and Science as in which they aged paper and identified what type o f changes occur during the

well. In Social Studies. the students have 29ing process. Next, the students wrote about “If | were a slave” and printed
' ! their thoughts on the aged paper. These editorials are on display in the Hope

Museum on the second floor as a part of our Black H istory Month celebration.
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January was a month of many special events anairgtojects. We enjoyed learning about a hotehire@en that is completely
made out of ice. The literature “A very Cool PlaceVisit” is a story from our reading series. Af@mpleting their research on
the internet, the students wanted to build thein tmtel, as well as other buildings using sugaesub

The students found this project a little more ahadling than anticipated, because the sugar cubelsl Wwoeak apart very easily.
Overall, each student enjoyed working togethergtagnand implementing their structures.

%



On January 20™, the students watched the inauguration of the 44" president Barack Obama. This day was filled with
so much excitement for all. Second and third grade students participated in a game of “inauguration bingo” while
viewing the ceremony.

Classroom News

In preparation for the upcoming lowa Test of Basic Skills (ITBS) both second and third grade students have been hard
at work brushing up on skills and strategies that they can use during testing, to perform to the best of his or her ability.

I will conduct an “ITBS Study Camp” twice weekly for both 2" and 3" grade students during classtime. | want my
students to feel comfortable with the idea of testing, and the answer choices that they will encounter. Homework
assignments will include practice worksheets for the upcoming test.

Please see me for additional books/practice materials that your child could use in order to prepare for testing.

BLACK HISTORY MONTH

Thank you all for your support during our performance on February 19™. The students had such a wonderful time
going back in History!!!

BLACK, HISTORY
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“On this day...we have
chosen HOPE over fear...."
— President Barack
Obama, January 2009

Following these words given
in the inauguration speech by
President Obama, most
people would agree that this
is an exciting time to be an
American. In the life of HSE,
many others would add that
it's more exciting to be an
American involved in
education. While, we have
yet to “arrive”, HSE is
pleased to report that we
have seen not only change,
but progress in our capital
campaign efforts.

Our strategy is multi-faceted
yet simplistic to ensure we
gain notoriety locally,
nationally, and globally, for
the 21st century relevant
technological and teaching
approach we employ. Our
parents are helping us to lead
the way.

Mrs. Quiana Hanley is
leading the following efforts:

1. At present time, a website
is being constructed that will
allow for current and potential
donors access to up-to-date
information on our campaign
progress. This site will host a
3 to 5 minute video trailer that
addresses the most common
guestions posed to us by our
sponsors, as well as footage
of our children and teachers
in action.

2. Foundations are being
solicited for program
sponsorship; and

3. Federal Grants are being
written, reviewed and
submitted for existing and
potential (relevant) projects.

Mrs. Tregonie Lawson is

leading another campaign that
includes the following:

1. Meet and greet at the
Capitol City Bank & Trust
Peachtree Street bank
location. This event will take
place in March and be
attended by local business
people with whom we will
develop partnerships. Parents
and friends are also invited to
attend.

2. Springtime Music Festival
at the Wrens Nest in May.
This event will feature
performances by local artists
and will be a fun fill night on
the town for our parents and
community.

It takes a village to raise a
child and a community to
teach him/her, and HSE
knows that it takes a
Collaboration to market a
school. Along this vein HSE
has accepted an invitation to
partner with Partners For
Kingdom, a collaborative effort
focused on increasing
community involvement in
instilling educational values in
our children. Through this
partnership HSE is scheduled
to appear on various television
programs to market the
schools success and the
success of our children. Stay
tuned for specifics regarding
the air dates of these
programs.

In February 2009, while
addressing Congress
President Obama stated
“HOPE is found in unlikely
places...”, today we ask, "Is
HOPE found in you?" Your
continued support is
appreciated.

- HSE Capital Campaign
Committee

“Thank you” to all families supporting our "We supp
campaign and to those who desire to support the cam
is not too late to show your support. Thanks Quian
for putting up this display and leading this campai

parents “Rock!”

e

CLeATGE
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We display this picture in our front office. It
is a reminder that it takes an entire village

to raise a child. Thanks to all of our

business partners, parents, grandparents,

volunteers, and other contributors for
supporting HSE.
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This is the second year that HSE students participated in the Helen Ruffin Reading Bowl. They placed 5" out of 16
teams! We are proud of their dedication and determination to read over 20 books and to compete against other
local schools. Congratulations to the team and coaches, Ms. Breed and Mrs. Gray.

[L-R] Back to Front: Chelsea Breed, Lionel Shanklin Mrs. Gray with students, Allie Richardson and
Summer McPherson, Jabria Stinson, Ms. Breed, Mrs. Marcus Tinto

Gray, Marcus Tinto, Jasmyn Clark, and Allie

Richardson

03 "(

Most kids and adults alike love going to the
circus. Our K5, K4, and K3 students had an
opportunity to attend the Universoul Circus in
February. Tickets were donated by Capitol
City Bank & Trust. Thanks Capitol City Bank &
Trust!
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You don’t have to go somewhere for it to be a fielpl. In January, students attendeddhesite field trip
presented by High Touch High Tech. High qualitiesce education and enrichment programs enlightened
our student’s natural curiosity about science.

Hearts....
Just a brain...

One day these students will look back on their prireducational years and they will remember how
events such as this framed who they became. t eait to talk to these future heart and brain sorgs.
Some will be doctors of internal medicine and fallm the footsteps of their grandparents. Lets ife
Joseph will do so by following in his grandfathefioststeps (Joseph M. Stinson, Sr., MD)

This is what?! First grader, Joseph Stinson wonders if his
grandfather thought that internal organs were
cool. Is that why he taught others at Meharry
Medical College? Well, | think that these
organs are pretty cool!



Got Hope?

Our goal is to expose students to as much diversity and culture as possible. These HSE students pose for
a picture at the High Museum of Art in February.
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8" Grade Social Studies — Georgia
Studies: The students learned how
Georgia viewed slavery during the
1860s, and how the nation was
divided by regional, and economic
differences. Also, the students
explored the life of Abraham
Lincoln, and Frederick Douglass.

6" Grade Social Studies — World
Geography: The students are
exploring the physical geography,
and beginning history of Africa.
They learn about land, water,
climate, vegetation, natural
resources, kingdoms, empires,
independence and its challenges,
and issues for Africa today.

February is one of my most favorite
months of the year. If you know me,
you know that | love African

American history. So February is one

of my favorite months because it is
BLACK HISTORY MONTH . So
my love for black history has carried
over to my social studies classes. In

been studying the time period of 1970-Algebra class has become a part of th

1990 in black history. As you may
know this is the time period that
Affirmative Action laws were being

CBL: MapMaster Skills Activity
— Africa Regions, The Great Rift
Valley, Climate Regions, The
Sahara and the Sahel Deserts,
Africa’s Kingdoms, Cities, and
Empires, Routes of the Bantu
Migrations, and The East and West
Trade Routes.

9" Grade Social Studies — World
History: The students learned
about the beginning of Islam and
the Muslim civilization. The
students explored the Arabian
Peninsula, the life and mission of
the Muslim prophet Muhammad
and the Muslim beliefs. Currently,
the students are exploring the
Civilizations of Africa.

10" Grade Social Studies — African
Americans History: The students
investigated African Americans and the
Civil War. The students explored and
debated about Abraham Lincoln and
Emancipation Proclamation, and how
African American men fought for the Union.

the issue of business and money. Ye|but most importantly calculating the
business and money in a math class.. expenses and income received from the

figure. Throughout the year, my

business which lines up perfectly with their

Algebra class has been working on a studies about percentages, integers

business plan. Every student is

(positive and negative numbers), fractions,

responsible for completing a business and much more. So please look for our
plan, raising money to start a business business in the month of April.

and prepare to open the doors of their g 5¢ yo|, can see whether it is African
my fifth grade class, my students havebusiness by April 2009. Well the Pre- Amerigan studies or a lesson on money

action. My Algebra students had to

interview and hire employees from my

Pre-Algebra class. My Pre-Algebra

February has been filled with activity.

created and debated on a regular basistudents are responsible for assisting the

and in this spirit, my fifth grade class Algebra students in customer services

has been researching the Affirmative
Action laws and debating the pros and
cons. While the fifth grade debated

the issues, my fourth grade class took a
different angle. My fourth grade class
completed a power point presentation
on the reasons why discrimination was
more prevalent in the southern United
States in comparison to the Northern
United States. Both classes had a blast
dissecting the issues.

As my Social Studies classes learned
about our history, my Algebra and Pre-
Algebra classes were more focused on

Mrs. Jenkin’s love for
Black History Month lead
her to implement a school
wide PBL. Each class
created a presentation
based on a particular time
period. Pictured here are
3" graders, who are
about to “pick cotton and
sing Swing Low Sweet
Chariot.” Mrs. Jenkins is
pictured in the front
holding the microphone.

Job well done,
Mrs. Jenkins!



The6" gradersrecently completed a through the cell membrane. To

chapter on minerals. Because there are demonstrate this process, they performed
over 4000 minerals in existence and it ~ an experiment using unshelled raw eggs.
would take a long time to learn about all ofhe experiment was designed to show how
them, each student in the class was osmosis works in cells. The eggs were
responsible for learning about one mineraplaced into colored water and the colored
Their new found expertise was showcasedater entered the eggs just as water enters
during their PowerPoint presentations. ~ cells.

The5" and &' graders worked on a projectn honor of Black History Month, the"7
which required them to design and through 16 grade students researched
construct a structure made of popsicle  famous African American inventors and
sticks. Thechallenge was to see which  scientists in theitechnology classes.
groups’ structure could extend over the Instead of making traditional reports about
edge of a table the farthest by studying their respective inventpthey created
weights and counterbalances. In addition,comic stripscombining pictures of their
they are beginning to learn about Sim Citynventor with factual information about

in preparation for next year's Future City their place in history.

Competition.

The 7" gradersconcluded a unit on cells
and how materials enter and exit cells

4+

January and February have been very bugyaders enjoyed reading The Laad point and conducted further research
months for middle and high school Englishrequel to Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry during class. They then presented these
students. The sixth graders participated ifée discussed a variety of topics while ~ essays to their peers. Tenth grade
simulation of “Assignment Day” from the reading the book, such as: post civil war students learned about The Black Arts
book, The City of EmbefThey wereeach race relations, biracial identity and Movement (a literary movement lasting
randomly assigned a “job” that they were “passing”, and definitions of power and ~ from 1960-1970) and how it was a

to complete each day. It turned out to be &eedom. Students also learned about blagister to the Black Power Movement.
very successful activity. Students learnede®llectibles and how they were produced ftudents were introduced to Nikki
great deal about responsibility, teamworkresponse to African-American stereotypedsiovanni, Assata Shakur, Amiri

and how one person’s actions can affect that developed during the 1880s and Baraka, and many other important
those around him. Now that they have  persisted through the mid 1900s. writers of the time. Each student was

finished the book, they are enjoying then charged with writing an original

The ninth grade class wrote photographic f .
watching the film version of it. o . poem of his/her own that was reflective
essays (utilizing power point software) of the subjects/themes found within

Seventh grade students recently finished depicting the positive or negative aspeafts ., . .\« of this era. The results were
rgaqu MY Bmth.er Sam is D_e,aai Japanese internment camﬂ%weyused_ the awesome! It is clear that HSE is
historical fiction piece set during the novel Farewell to Manzanaas a starting producing budding authors and poets.
Revolutionary War. They are preparing for
a comprehensive exam on the bolghth
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During the month of February, the theme in Ms. flsuf" and %' grade class was “Breaking through
Barriers”. Students learned about African Amerghke Jackie Robinson, Willie Mays, Joe Louis, Rey
Wheatley, Dr. King and Shirley Chisholm, to nanfewa, who broke through color barriers and ledphth
for change. Students had discussions about thiesaind qualities that these people exhibitedderao
face and overcome these racial barriers. Theghedtseveral movies; “The Story of Booker T.
Washington”, The Express (The true story of ErnaviB, two-time All-American running back for
Syracuse University who led his team to the natichampionship in 1960 and became the first blaekm
to win the Heisman Trophy), and “The Jackie RobmmStory”. They also participated in the Jackie
Robinson Breaking Barriers in Sports and Life Pangras well as entered the Jackie Robinson Breaking
Barriers Essay Contest.

Here are a few projects the students worked ofessc

During reading class™and &' graders read and thoroughly enjoyed the noveljgtEbf Buxton” by
Christopher Paul CurtiS.he book is about Elijah, the first generationreetborn members of his family.
Escaping the oppression of the pre-Emancipatiool®mation and pre-Civil War torn United States,
Elijah's family escaped to an established freekbtamnmunity in
Canada. The book focuses on events in Elijah's béending

school, doing chores, fishing, and playing withfiisnds.

Students loved the book!

On Thursday, February #6they ended the month with a class
Reading Bowl. The classes were divided into 4 teéed,

blue, blue and black) and competed against ea@r oth
answering comprehension questions.



In 7" grade world history students are
wrapping up a 2-month study of Black
History with presentations on Thursday,
February 26. The students completed &
in-depth study of the Voting Rights Act
(1965) along with a re-enactment of whe
happened at polling places around the
world after the passage of the Act.

In 8" grade physical science students
have been covering various chemistry
concepts. They have experimented witt
carbon dioxide, observed gas solubility
by observing the effects of carbonated
water and heat.

In 9" grade Biology students have been
studying Mendelian genetics. They hav
compared and contrasted mitosis and
meiosis and have begun their studies of
DNA and genes. The students have
calculated the probabilities of various
genotypes and phenotypes, or how
offspring physically and genetically
appear.

In 10" grade Chemistry students have
continued their experimentation with

ionic compounds. They have combined
sodium hydroxide and hydrogen peroxide
in order to form sodium peroxide. They
detected the sodium peroxide by
removing the outside layer of copper
from an American penny.

These students demonstrate the
chemistry in baking...

...and then they presented the result of their
"experiment” to me. Yummy!
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The 2'“ month of this semester is a bus didn't ignore this event. On February 1@raders’ Chinese song “Farewell”
month for Chinese classes. On Febru: we successfully had our seco@tiinese concluded our celebratio@ne of the

4, most of our students and teachers New Year celebration Students in Chinese musician said,” How could

went toAtlanta High Museum to see  different grades had prepared for the the kids sing the song so well? They
China’s First Emperor and his celebration and they made their sang every word as correctly as the
Terracotta Army Show. This performance enjoyable. Four students fahinese kids do.”

exhibition was long expected. To man' high school introduce8pring Festival
students, it was the first time to watch and other Chinese tradition and customs.
one of the greatest archeologist The Children in K3 clearly counted the
discoveries of China in last century. nhumbers in Chinese. K4 started the
Some students had already been ther: Chinese class only in this semester. In
for the show with their parents. When two weeks, they learned to sing a

asked if they would like to go to watch Chinése song “Two tigers”. We also

the show again, d%grader said, “Why heard the reciting of old Chinese poems
not? It is the best show | have ever  ©f Tang Dynasty which is 1000 years
seen.” During the visit, many students old. Our students and their parents were

watched the exhibits very carefully. A very happy to see the Chinese fashion ea cotta soldiers at the High
the 29 araders didn’t want to miss (,;m show. Girls in various ages were in thd/useum
part of?t Some of them were amazeg different Chinese ethics dresses. Their

. soft walk, their graceful pace and their
the over 2090 year old design and the sweet smiles won the big applauses. At
workmanship of the weapons, clay

. the celebration, we were very ha to
warriors and the bronze horse-drawn y happy

have invited some Chinese musicians to
cart. Two students moved around the play Chinese music for us. We enjoyed

cabinet with the model of the royal  {heir performance and amazed to see the
palace. They wanted to know how the peculiar music instruments they brought
Chinese built it. This show helped our pere. New Yeathongbao” is tradition
students know more about the history of hundreds years in China. Juniors are

the remote country iAsia. given“hongbao” to be encouraged to
Chinese New Year is a very important Study well and grow tlealthll)lon _
festival in China. Year of Ox was students were given “hongbao” this

celebrated not only in China, but also time for their hard work inlearning
many parts of the world. Our school ~ Chinese language in classThe second

Mr. Yu presents at the
Chinese New Year celebration
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This year has gotten offto a great Start!conjugation and are also preparing for thegesides just counting from1 to
OurKs3 Caterpll]ars are Iearplng . trip to a Mexican restaurant. They are ald®: how many elementgry school
numbers, greetings, and gnlmals_, n_ght working on a computer based project ~ ade ch|Iqren can effec_tlvely

now. They are also learning their first |\ hich involves preparing a Spanish food communicate in Spanish? How

Spanish song. Odirst graders have dish for the class. They have been many &' and 7th graders do you
mast(_ared “Good Nigh_t Moon” in \working on their recipes and are very know who can speak and write in
Span_lsh and_are starting to rea_d on theigyeited about showing off their cooking Japanese?

own in Spanish. Our awesortterd skills (mmm,DELIC 10 SO HSE is delivering what we

graders have been very busy inventing . : L2
Spanish games complete with rules, It is evident that our HSE students can promised, which is to prepare our

game boards and game pieces. They Master any language presented to them pludents for a global society by
will present their games to the class updhChinese, Japanese, Spanish, or any ottffing the foundation for mult-
completion. Oufifth graders are language. Here at HSE we realize the lingual communication.
preparing for their trip to a Mexican importance qf an early start in acquiring a

restaurant to test their Spanish skills. ~Second or third language. Where else Cg]uchas racias

We are learning the different foods and it b€ said that a K3 or K4 student can rea 9 :

how to place an order. O@th graders ~@and write in Mandarin Chinese (one of thgefigra Mallit

have just finished the introduction to ~ Most difficult languages to learn)? %
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Congratulations, Mr. Yu for implementing an exciting celebration of the Chinese New Year! This was a fabulous
program consisting of cultural exposure to Chinese songs, poetry, and history. The students really enjoyed all aspects
of it, including the fashion show. Good job!

Mr. Yu instructs these K4 students as they

sing in Chinese Yang Chun Lu perform traditional Chinese music

using unique Chinese instruments

Excited about the Chinese Fashion Show

These students received the “hongbao” award for outstanding
accomplishments in Chinese this year. They are hol  ding a red
envelope, in their hands. The “hongbao” is given t 0 juniors in
China at the beginning of each school year. It mea ns study well
and grow healthily.

Just beautiful...
Make-up by Schjuan Clark.
Thanks Mrs. Clark for

your commitment to
HSE!

Poetry being read in Chinese by DeAndre’
Terry. DeAndre’ and John Washington
read poems from the Tang Dynasty. These
poems are over 1000 years old. Our
students not only speak Mandarin well, but
they also read and write it well.



. Chinese artistic ability
Chinese style

Chinese elegance

There could not have been a better fashion show.

This student demonstrated traditional
Martial Arts

Parents are tested on how well they can speak

Mandarin Chinese. Second graders sing songs in Chinese.
They were complimented by Yang Chun Lu
on how well they spoke Mandarin.



$ @

We are learning Art of Anime.
We are also learning African Arts and African Artists to honor Black History Month.

We started learning Japanese writing called Hiragana.

Japanese use three forms of writing; 1, Hiragana; 2, Katakana; and 3, Kanji
We are still learning Japanese words, numbers, greetings, family members and
more.

We are learning some Poems by African American Poets to honor Black History
Month. Some of the poets are Paul Lawrence Dunbar, Langston Hughes,
Gwendolyn Brooks, and Countee Cullen.
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Great music is ringing from the best and receive the highest points.
K3 to the 10th graders. What will amaze you are the band,
Everyone’s learning and orchestra and chorus. | must admit
improving in their music skills. that | almost cried the first day the
Would you believe that K-5 string players used their bows and
and the 1st graders are played their first real song together.
actually reading music? They | am very proud of each of them.
know how to read all the notes Even the band is beginning to

on the treble clef and are
beginning to play them on the
xylophone.

The 2nd through 5th graders
are chugging right along on
their recorders and flutaphones.
They are mastering more

notes and more complex
rhythms every day . | enjoy
seeing them challenge each
other as to who can play the

Ex. of Art of Anime

Ex. of Hiragana writing

sound like...... a band!! And the
chorus is singing in harmony.

During Black History Month, the
middle and high schoolers will
present songs from the Civil
Rights Movement. The orchestra
will play ‘Come By Here, My
Lord’. The band will play ‘We
Shall Overcome’ and the
chorus will joyously sing ‘I

Wish | Knew How It Feels to Be
Free’ and ‘Abraham, Martin and
John'.

Who knows? We may be
looking at the next Quincy
Jones or Marian Anderson
developing right before our
eyes.
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| am so excited to help the students integrate
technology into their everyday learning! We are
excited about the vast array of projects and
activities that our students can become engaged in

as a result of our new computer lab. Our technglog

program embraces and supports the school's
mission by integrating computing into our core
curriculum. We strive to foster enthusiasm for
learning, independent thinking, collaboration and

good character. We believe that greater opportunity

for enrichment and innovation exists within the
classroom if technology is available to every
student.

Januarystarts with the dreaded "covered
keyboards" in Computer Lab. There were many
moans and groans in the Lab when we started, but

many of the students were amazed at just how man)}
keys they did remember. They will be very proud of
themselves when they get to high school and show

off their skills

Our Kindergartenersand 1st Gradersare using a
program called "ABCYA" which teaches letter

sounds, along with computer skills such as usieg th

mouse and learning how to navigate between
screens in the game. The 1st Gradds® use a

program named "SiPix". This program utilizes hand

and eye coordination as well as a tool bar and
typing skills.

The2nd and & graderstype stories and "play"
math games in the Lab. We always have some
aspiring HSE students heading for 3rd grade!

Fourth and Fifth gradestudents are usually busy
working on their portfolios, using Microsoft Word.
They learn Microsoft Publisher when they startithei
"brochures". We also start with "covered
keyboards" in January. They will be working on
learning where the keys are located, when taking a
break from portfolios. And, they will be involved i
several math programs when not stretching their
fingers over the keyboards. They will also learn t

use Microsoft PowerPoint, making slide
presentations.

Upon enteringViiddle and High Schogl students are
required to bring their own flash drives to scheakh
day. Students benefit from having a highly flexibl
consistent and mobile computing environment to
conduct research, collaborate and even have fuh bot
on campus and at home, using www.Quia.com.

The9" and 10" gradestudents attended the CDC’s IT
Shadow Day.Shadow Day is an academic activity
designed to give students the unique opportunity to
observe the Federal IT work world. The students had
the opportunity to learn about CDC and “shadow”
federal government IT professionals as they go
hrough their work day. This experience will
encourage students to consider a career in the
Federal IT workforce.

John Washington and Chinua Rose at the CDC
Information Technology Shadow Day

Interested in volunteering? Join us and be a part
of an exciting experience in the computer lab!

If you use computers as a tool in your
professional life, you can come to the
classrooms antalk about your professionThe
children would love to listen to what you do
apart from your “being” on the compute
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Fun making insects...

Celebrating Chinese New Year

Inauguration Day... The class designed Obama T-shirt  s.

We are the world’s greatest!

We are the future.

(Caleb Crenchaw dressed as Dr. Charles Drew)
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One day, we will all look back on January 20, 2009 and say, “I remember that day. | was at ...” Well, some of our
parents and students actually traveled to Washington, DC to witness history first hand. The rest of us celebrated at
HSE. It was a big party. All of our students knew the significance of that day.

Everyone who could answer the question, “which state was Obama born in?” received Hawaiian lei. Tables were lined
with red, white, and blue. Confetti and firecracker center pieces dressed the tables. Some parents and teachers were
given “Uncle Sam” presidential hats.

Everyone waited patiently and listened attentively to all of the CNN coverage of the event. Some students played
“Bingo”, as they listened to the coverage trying to hear words that they had on their bingo card. But when those

famous words were said and confirmed, "I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that | will faithf ully execute the
office of President of the United States, and witb the best of my ability, preserve, protect and dend
the Constitution of the United States." there was chaotic cheer from everyone! “WE DID IT
Everyone felt the seriousness of those words and atithey meant to our African American ancestors
and to the United States of America.

During this 56" inauguration, our 44" president of the United States was confirmed and he is an African American. He
was born in 1961 in Honolulu, Hawaii, and traced his father’s heritage back to Nyanza Province, Kenya. He graduated
from Harvard Law School, where he received the distinction of graduating magna cum laude in 1991. He loves his
wife, our new first African American first lady. She, too, stands tall and outshines most in her intellectual brilliance.

His family is beautiful and they love him dearly.

Martin’s dream has been confirmed.

We watched the inauguration from a CNN

feed from Steve Craven’s house in

Nashville, TN. We did this because there
Teachers anxiously watch was no TV live feed at ALC and the ATL

Parents and grandparents watch with us CNN internet feed didn’t work.
Thanks Steve!

These 3rd graders play "Inauguration Bingo" as they Chaos arises after President Obama is
listen attentively to the words being spoken during the confirmed.

inauguration.
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By Chandler Cook, HSE K3

The Cook family; Kevin, Chris, and Chandler (K3) in

For a long time, mommy and daddy have
been watching a man on TV. His name is
Obama. He’s always talking with people.
Sometimes the people were only listening.
| guess it is really important if | can’t watch
Caillou and Noddy like | always do on the
big TV downstairs. One day mommy &
daddy said, “We are going on a trip to the
Inauguration”. Yeah, maybe this means we
are going to Disney World. The last time
we went on a long drive was for our
vacation at Disney World.

We left on Saturday from Georgia and
drove to Falls Church, Virginia to stay with
mommy and daddy’s friends. | had fun
eating at the restaurants, watching movies
and eating snacks on the long trip. Are we
there yet, | asked? They just kept telling
me that it would be just a little bit longer.
We finally arrived in Virginia and | was tired
from being in the car for so long. | met
mommy and daddy’s friends and went
straight to bed. The next day | discovered
that there are kids that lived in the house
where we were staying .We had a lot of fun
playing together, but when are we going to
get to Disney World?

Inauguration day, January 20, 2009 had
arrived! The day started at 5:30am, it is
still dark outside and | was still too sleepy
to get up. My mommy said, “We have to be
on the train at 6:30am so it is time to get
dressed, we are going the Inauguration for
Barack Obama”. Hey, that is the man from
TV. | don't think | am going to Disney
World anymore, but | was going to see
Obama. This must have to do with what
everyone has been talking about on TV.
When we arrived at the train station there
were people everywhere and the
temperature was 19 degrees, too cold to
be outside! Are all these people going to
see President Obama? We rode the
crowded train from Falls Church to the
L’Enfant Plaza Metro station in

0O

Washington D.C. Many times we didn’t
know where we would be getting off
because along the way there would be too
many people to stop the train and let
anyone out — that day they had the most
people on the train ever! Once out of the
station, we were following the crowd to the
next available block along the National Mall
where we could only stand...and there was
no shopping? We walked in and out of
buildings along the way and at times it was
so crowded that we weren't sure if we could
get out in time to get onto the Mall to watch
Obama become the president. It sure was
nice and warm in the buildings, but before |
knew it we were back outside in the cold.
There were still people everywhere we
walked, where did they come from?
Everyone was taller than me, so | had to sit
on my mommy’s shoulders to see. We
found a great place to stand right in front of
the biggest TV | have ever seen. | looked
around the crowd for President Obama,
“where is he?” All these people are waiting

This was my view of President Obama just
before he took the oath of office.

long trip in
the car doesn’t
always mean that
I’'m going to

Disney World!”

Washington, DC on January 20th

to see him. | watched the big TV for a while
and | still had not seen Obama. My mommy
told me we would see him soon. | waited and
waited, “Mommy, Obama he not coming”, |
said. Finally, | saw Obama on the big TV
walking down a hallway of a building; soon
he was outside like us. The people around us
were excited! They were clapping their
hands, waiving their flags and cheering very
loudly. Then it was very quiet when the man,
lady and Obama were standing together. The
lady was holding a book and Obama placed
his hand on it. Soon, the crowd was cheering
again even louder than before. President
Obama started talking to the people, just like
I remember him doing when | first saw him
on TV. He must be really important because
the crowd was quite and listening. When he
finished talking again the crowd was very
loud, “oh man”! My mommy and daddy told
me | had just witnessed a very significant
historical event. | am not really sure what all
that means yet, but | did learn that a long ride
in the car doesn’t always mean that I'm going
to Disney World...
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Mrs. Jenkin’s love for Black History
resulted in the creation of an HSE museum
of Black History. She encouraged all
teachers to participate by assigning each
class a period of time in black History. The
teachers were responsible for working with
the students to create a presentatimnbe
performed in front of the school and for
displaying historical facts on the walls of
our second floor.

The result has been fabulous! See for
yourself.

Kindergarten: The Birth of Civil Rights

High school: The Voting Rights Act of 1965

K3: The Road has been paved... Change is here!
1991 - present

3rd graders document the Journey to

2nd graders write about “if | were a slave Freadom: 1790 - 1863

1st grade: The Harlem Renaissance
Middle school: Historically Black Colleges & 9

Universities: 1864 - 1916

4" & 5" grade: Affirmative Action Pros & Cons 4™ & 5" grade: Breaking the Color Barrier

Technology

10th: Countries that African American originated

K4: President Obama



7™ grade students wrote a play about the inequalities of
voting that led to the Voting Rights Act of 1965.

These 3" grade students sing old negro spirituals and

pretend to pick cotton. Swing low sweet chariot....

HSE Chorus sang old negro spirituals 1st graders re-enact a night at the Cotton Club, an  d are
Rosa Parks accompanied by Jazz musicians, Britney Ross, Jabria
Stinson, Genisha Terry, and Chelsea Breed.

Parents came out to support the History Bowl. Int  he
background are HSE students on camera, as they
execute what they've learned in videography class.

Marian Anderson and Barry Gordy Tuskegee Airman and General

Benjamin Oliver Davis, Sr.

%

...Joe Lewis, Althea Gibson, and Jackie Dr. Charles Drew and Jesse Owens
Robinson | am Ebony Magazine



If you don’t know where you've been, you
won't know where you're going. So, we
encourage our students to know their

history. In the past, students have received a
list of black history questions and have been
required to find the answers. Afterward,

they have individually been tested to see
how much they learned.

This year, under the leadership of Justina
Jenkins and with the help of Coach Patterson
and our other teachers, the students
experienced the Black History Bow,
Jeopardy Style....

Thanks Joe Stinson, Jr. for buying those
buzzers!

8th Graders win the “8 -10 "™ Grade History Bowl
[L-R] Freddie Redding, DeAndre Terry, Summer
McPherson, Jabria Stinson

3rd Graders win the "2nd - 4th" Grade History Bowl
[L-R] Janai Stinson, Kalis Johnson, Jamila Mitchel,
Sydney Edmonson, Hannah Petty, Evan Rice, Skylar
Clark, Austin Duncan

HSE History Bowl Jeopardy Style

5th Graders win the “5th - 7 ™ Grade History Bowl
[L-R] Christina Murray, Avani Lasane, Rashad Harrin
Richardson, Marcus Tinto

K5 and 1st Graders compete individually in the Hist
Competition. They are all winners.

gton, Allie

ory Bowl
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The O' Ambassador Club is happy to announce tledbdlie sale has been a great success. We would likenk all of the
parents who have been sending in sweet treathiBvéry important fund raiser. Last year HSE agged it's O' Ambassador
goal to help school children in CHINA and we with the same this year for the children in West Asfric

O’ AMBASSADOR PARENTS,
THANK YOU AGAIN FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
WE COULD NOT DO IT WITHOUT YOU Il

The bake sale will continue for two more weeks trah we will start our “Penny/Coin Collection” ttose out the year. There
will also be a contest for the most original coallector container with a really cool prize for thnner! Last year's grand
prize winner was Summer Mc Pherson. Will she dmdin this year? Her coin container was readigubiful and very
creative. We have some new O’ Ambassadors oncireeswho are very excited.

Stay tuned for more updates!
Mrs. Malit, O Ambassador Club director
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Girl Scouts from Hope Schools' Troop #22423 hawenbmisy earning their badges and "try-its". On &atyr 6, when they
earned their Manners Badge, it culminated witheapiarty. The young ladies learned proper table m@nn etiquette and how
to set tables for tea. A brochure with the inforimatvas given to each scout. The four course niecluded juice, tea

sandwiches, fruit and cookies. Parents served ste$ses for the event. A good time was had byhatb. Valerie Edwards is
the Troop Leader and Ms. Kenya Edwards is the assits
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On Thursday, January 22, 2009, the them realize that therg are no limits to “The Trumpet Awards is a prestigious event
5" through 10" grade student§rom what can be accomplished if they highlighting African American

Hope wereamong three local schools Strive for excellence. The roundtable accomplishments and contributions.
selected to participate in the inaugural discussion was hosted by gospel artis |nitiated in 1993 by Turner Broadcasting,

edition of “Generation Connection”. ~ €anton Jonesnd included such ~ the Trumpet Awards has been televised

“Generation Connection”, a new notables as: twin surgeons, Drs. Vince annually and distributed internationally to

component of the Trumpet Awards ~ &nd Vance Moss, actor Doc Shaw,  over 185 countries around the world.”
Judge Craig Strong, and local .

founded by Xernona Clayton, has a entr?aprenegr Dericgk Halliman Thanks to Pastor Walker for being the

goal of inspiring students and helping : inspiration behind HSE'’s invitation to the

Trumpet Awards.

[L to R] CA businessman , Brenda Stinson, and Trumpet Awards

founder, Xernona Clayton [L to R] Britney Ross, Michaela Johnson, Kiara Battle, and actor Doc Shaw.

[L to R] Christina Murray, Avani Lesane, Marcus Tinto, Allie [L to R] Brenda Stinson and Judge Craig Strong.
Richardson, Rashad Harrington Escalante, and Jacquera Inman
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January’s teachers of the month were
Ms. Breed and Mrs. Gray . Both of
these women spent long hours over the
last semester preparing students for the
Helen Ruffin Reading competition. They
are excellent examples of how HSE's
teachers continue to go above what is
required of them.

Ms. Powers received the “Come back
teacher of the month award.” Her class
was constantly doing PBLs in January.
Her PBLs have include erecting a tent
and camp site, just because the class
was reading a book about camping.
They celebrated Chinese New Year with
cake and costumes. They made models
of insects. During the viewing of the
inauguration, her student stood out, as
they wore the K5 official Obama gear.
They shared their special visitors, the

Fire & Rescue, with their peers in 1%

grade, K3, and K4.

Congratulations to these teachers for
going above the call of duty for HSE

students!

Ms. Breed and Mrs. Gray are
shown here wearing gray HSE
shirts.

Ms. Powers is shown here
wearing an official HSE K5
Obama shirt
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Chess is called the “thinking
man’s game” because it causes
the minds of its subjects to be
challenged in the areas of
analysis, critical thinking,
memorization and problem
solving. “Chess at Hope” has
challenged its chess protégées to
implore all of the above
mentioned skills in unison with the
spirit of teamwork and competition
to compete in a variety of
tournaments in and around Metro
Atlanta.

The chess students at Hope
Schools of Excellence have
competed in the Atlanta Chess
School Tournament (January
2008), November Chess

Scholastic (November 2008),
December Chess Scholastic
(December 2008) and The Martin
Luther King Jr. Classic (January
2009). All of the students
competing were only introduced to
this game of chess one year ago or
less and several of our students
have won medals, certificates,
ribbons, and trophies. The winning
is always nice but even more
important, as a coach, is that our
students are learning how to
operate in a spirit of excellence
whether in victory or defeat.

Chess is the game of games and
truly embracing this game requires
a willingness to learn, diligence in

studying, a temperament of
patience, and the thrill of
competition. If you invest in this
game, this game will invest in you.

Stephen Jenkins
Chess Coach

For any questions or concerns
please feel free contact Coach
Stephen Jenkins at (678) 492-7204.

“HSE will host its first annual chess
tournament on Saturday, May 2nd.
To our knowledge, this will be the
first Chess Tournament in our
community. The tournament will
likely last from 9am-2pm”




Coach’s Corner

By: David C. Patterson

Hope Health and Fitness is at it
again with the conclusion of our six week summit on
health. The last six weeks we have experienced the
latest in technology and 3-D videos when we studied
the human body. From the creation of life cells all the
way to how our body concludes its final mission, we
went on our own fantastic voyage of the human
body. The 3-D videos and animation allowed us to
view life as never before as our bodies wage war
continuously to keep us healthy. Some of our High
School students even had the chance to mirror one
of the animators for these videos when we took our
trip to the CDC.

Hope Wins in TKO

Mrs. Syphoe along with Coach Patterson took our
High School children on a field trip to the CDC
(Center for Disease Control). We were one of only
two schools that were invited to the CDC to mirror
nine different career paths in technology. The day
was filled with so much information and real life
experiences as we went behind the scenes in some
of the most secured and technology savvy places in
the entire world. Our children’s hands on experience
allowed them to work with the professionals that
create and dictate the standard for all Health and
Medical Information all over the globe. Our
experience concluded when we not only sparred with
North Druid Hills HS but took the championship by
winning the best 2 out of 3 for health and fithess
topics.

The Food Pyramid has a new look and feel and our
elementary school children experienced this via our
Blast Off Game . Although the online game may seem
simple upfront what we find once we start delving
behind the scenes is that it allows immediate
feedback and good decision making skills that will
positively impact our children for the rest of their lives.
| also used this system to teach our children Project
Management skills that allowed them to have
definable and measurable goals and also exposed
them to the Six Sigma Process of constant
improvement.

We also went on adventures with Doctor Oz and
learned preventive and practical ways to improve all
areas of our health and life.

The Eat this Not That program kicked off and will
continue until the end of the school year as our
children learn that simple choices daily can create a
more balanced and healthy life.

Important Links:

http://www.mypyramid.gov/

http://www.cdc.gov/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Super_Size Me
http://www.menshealth.com/eatthis/Restaurant-

Report-Kids/
http://www.menshealth.com/eatthis/20-W orst-Foods-

2009/index.php
http://www.menshealth.com/eatthis/The-Worst-
Healthy-Snacks/index.php
http://www.menshealth.com/eatthis/The Best Fast F
ood Meals Under 500 Calories/index.php
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Students from the CDFA
Dance Troop entertained
those in attendance during
January’s PTO meeting.
These students and their
parents took time out of their
busy schedules to show HSE
the by product of hard work
and practice. They did a
fantastic job!

The K3 and K4 students are
now taking a creative dance
class at 12:30 from CDFA. If
your child is interested in
taking dance lessons, please
contact the front office for
enroliment information.
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HSE’s 4" — 10" grade students traveled to Birmingham'’s Civil Rights Museum in February. The museum
chronicles African American struggles throughout history from the 1960’s to the present day.

It is important that we not only expose students to diversity and culture that they would not normally be exposed to,
but to also remind them of the past. If we know our history, we are not likely to repeat it.

Birmingham Civil Rights Institute
opened in 1972
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This will be our reality soon.
Our kids deserve it. Keep
this vision alive.

6440 Rock Springs Rd

Lithonia, GA 30038 If we can believe it, we can
Phone: 678.323.8000 achieve it.
Fax: 678.323.8003 Get involved. Don't wait for
www.hopeschoolsofexcellence.com someone to ask you to help.

Contact the front office to
find out how you can make
a difference!

We're on the Web!

www.hopeschoolsofexcellence.com

March 2" Progress Reports
sent home. Parents should
schedule conferences with
teachers during this week

Capitol City Bank & Trust Company Would you like _to shar(_e information
about your business with all HSE

parents, partners, and everyone
who visits our website? If so,
March 5™: HSE Leadership advertise in the Hope Herald.
Spotlight; Mr. Darryl Ford,
owner Stone Mountain
Chrysler, Jeep, and Dodge

Auto, presents at 10 a.m. in _
the sanctuary bstinson@hopeschoolsofexcellence.com

Rates are low and affordable. For
more information, contact Mrs.
Stinson at:

Our school’s calendar listed
that HSE would be closed on

h : . .

March 20™. However, we will  Superior Transportation Group —

be OPEN to make up a snow _
day. Thank you for your motor coach service!

March 28™: Tentative date of
HSE's Meet & Greet at Capitol
City Bank & Trust located on
Peachtree Street in Atlanta

TBA: HSE Homeland
Security presentations




