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We are thankful to God for 
allowing us to begin our 
third year at HSE!  In one 
word, Hallelujah! 

We are fortunate to have 
all of our returning 
students, in addition to our 
new students.  Thank you 
parents for continued faith 
in what we do.  We have 
been and continue to be 
highly favored . 

Moments ago, I was 
reminded of this favor while 
talking to Dr. Jeff Jackson, 
who is the new President of 
the Georgia Independent 
School Association (GISA).  
He reminded me that he 
has NEVER seen a school 
receive dual accreditation 

in SACS and SAIS as 
quickly as HSE did. With 
God’s grace, we did it during 
our first year.   

Dr. Jackson wanted me to 
tell the HSE family that he is 
very proud of our 
accomplishments and that 
he “has never seen a school 
with as much heart as Hope 
Schools of Excellence.”  He 
said that he “is traveling all 
over the state of Georgia 
telling everyone about 
Hope.” 

In addition, he has faith in 
the HSE administration and 
has requested that HSE 
represent GISA during the 
upcoming accreditations of 
several Georgia schools.  To 

God be the glory. 

I look forward to the friendly 
academic and athletic 
competitions between HSE and 
other GISA member schools.  
Please come out to support our 
students, as we compete.  
Thank you to all of our parent 
and teacher volunteers who 
make these competitions 
possible.  We are grateful for 
each one of you! 

“I thank my God upon every 
remembrance of you.  Phil 1:3” 

We are very excited about 
our high school students 
taking the PSAT on October 
17th.  The test will be 
administered right here at 
HSE! 

The Preliminary SAT is 
usually taken by high school 
juniors.  Registration for the 
test is by high school.  
Because of our accreditation 

in SACS, HSE was able to 
register for our school to 
administer the test onsite.   

Our students have been 
preparing to take the test by 
attending PSAT prep 
classes taught by the HSE 
faculty.  The results of the 
PSAT will qualify students 
for entry into the National 
Merit Scholarship 

Corporation competition.  

We know that our 
students will do well.  All 
we ask is that they do 
their best. 

So, send up prayers for 
our high school 
students, who will take 
the PSAT on October 
17th, 

A ug -  Sep t  2009  
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We have been hard at work in the caterpillar cocoon; using various appliances, materials, ingredients, 
and tools to facilitate our learning. We have discovered chemical and physical changes by preparing 
homemade applesauce, baking banana bread, and making butter. 

 

Both our bodies and brains are developed during our daily movement and music lessons where we 
listen to commands, dance, exercise, act, and pretend. 

 

We have also studied attributes and textures, by rubbing chalk, dissecting fresh coconut, and playing 
with our food. By manipulating blocks we have explored positions and directions, compared size and 
shape, and conceptualized the concepts of biggest and smallest.  

 

Here in the cocoon we put safety first by preparing for fires, intruders, tornados, and germs. We use 
our words to communicate, practice independence, and make choices. Just like our theme song 
says…we are the coolest caterpillars around! 
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Two  Blue 

Run  Come 

Find  Jump 

DON’T FORGET! 

 

Picture Day 

Monday, Sept. 21st  

 

Progress Reports 

Monday, Sept. 21st  

 

Please sign up for 
your parent-teacher 
conference  

Sept 23rd – 25th  

 

Next Sight Word Test  

Monday, Oct. 5th 

 

Every Friday is Show 
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Ms. Cook’s 2 nd Grade 
All-Stars! 

We are off to a great start in the second grade class. The students have settled into their 
classroom routines and know what is expected from them each day. Remember, you can help 
your child stay organized by checking their planners each night. You will find their spelling words, 
daily homework assignments, and behavior information there. By signing the planner in the 
designated box each night, you are communicating with me that you are aware of the expectations 
for your child. 

Math 
We are currently exploring “Place Value through Hundred Thousand” in math. Identifying the value 
of numbers in their places is no challenge for second graders, because place value has been 
explored with many hands-on activities. 

Every day in math the students utilize many other math skills during the calendar portion of class. 
We count money, have multiplication drills, investigate the calendar, count our days in school, and 
solve a problem of the day. These daily word problems help the students develop problem solving 
skills that teaches them how to use different strategies to solve problems. 

Reading 
During our reading lessons, we are focusing on becoming better readers and understanding what 
we read. Independent readings has been the main focus in the area of reading, as the students 
review and implement the components of story elements and reading comprehension. We will 
begin reading chapter books in October.  
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Science 
 

            

Science: What is it? 
That’s one of many questions we are working to answer as we begin the school year with a unit 
about inquiry. The students have a natural ability to ask questions and to seek answers and 
science lends itself very well to this ability. 

We are working on “Life Science ”, which is the study of plants, animals, and other living things. 
Life science can help answer questions such as: How does a living thing differ from a nonliving 
thing? What do living things need? How can we classify living things? 

Ask your child to tell you about the plant activities that we have been working on in class. 

 

Is it possible to pick up an ice cube with a piece of string? 
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Students experimented with ice cubes, salt, and string to find the answer. 

Can you skewer a balloon, without popping it?  Ask a second grader. 
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The administration of HSE is 
proud to have our 2009 
faculty and staff.  These 
individuals work tirelessly to 
educate, while engaging our 
students at all times.  Even 
when school is out, they are 
busy preparing for the next 
lessons. 

We want to acknowledge 

MMMrrrsss ...   JJJuuusss ttt iii nnnaaa   JJJeeennnkkk iiinnnsss 
as the September Teacher 
of the Month!  Mrs. Jenkins 
has volunteered to be the 
SGA Faculty Advisor  and 
she organized the student 
body elections that were 
held in September .  She 
also organized HSE 
academic and athletic 
teams for our upcoming 
GISA (Georgia  Independent 
School Association) 
competitions.   

She has personally 
volunteered to be the GISA 

Debate Team Coach .  In 
addition, she sponsors a 
devotion meeting for our 
students on Tuesday 
mornings . 

 

To further enhance her 
“free time” , she is leading 
the year long preparation 
for the HSE Annual 
Science Fair.  High school 
students are required to 
participate in the science 
fair.  The first steps have 
been completed, as Mrs. 
Jenkins has approved all 
of the research or sample 
projects that our students 
are planning to execute.  

She is also a middle school 
grade chair and is 
responsible for auditing 
other teacher’s classes and 
helping them to improve 
their teaching techniques. 

 

Mrs. Jenkins,  

Thank you for your dedication 
to HSE! 
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The class was introduced to the three R’s of Respect: Respect for others, Respect for 
yourself, and Respect for the learning environment. As a class, they have truly educated me on 
their understanding in respecting the environment.  In our study of the three types of communities 
in Social Studies, we have been discussing how we can bring awareness to others in supporting 
endangered elephants.  These elephants at the Elephant Sanctuary in Hohenwald, Tennessee live 
in a habitat that is very different from the suburban community in which we live. This on going 
project involves learning about why and how the elephants came to the Elephant Sanctuary.  
Through our research on the Internet, we learned about the habitat, different types of food, and 
size of the elephants.  

 
In addition, to further stretch our learning, we went on a field trip to PETCO for the Fur, Fins 

and Feathers tour. There we took a guided tour of the store, and we learned about amphibians, 
reptiles, and other species of animals.  One of the highlights of the tour was learning about their 
basic needs and how we must respect these animals in their regular habitat.  The students loved 
learning about the birds and lizards.  They were even able to share information about the frilled 
lizards they have seen on the school playground. 
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Mrs. Brown’s 4th and 5th grade classes are having fun, while learning of course.  Fun Learning! 
Yeah, that’s what we like to call it.  With daily activities and projects, there is no stopping us.  Ask 
us anything! You’ll be impressed. We are aiming high and after we rise, we will create new levels 
to conquer! These are a few activities and projects that we have completed.   

 

�  Compass 
�  Latitude and Longitude Globes 
�  3D Travel Guides 
�  Instructional Manuals - Sequence of Events 
�  Red light, Green light fragments 
�  Context Clues Taboo 
�  AND THE LIST CONTINUES… 

 

We are striving to the North, to the East, to the West, and even to the South (this is what our man-
made compass taught us). If we don’t find you, find us…Wherever we may be! 
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PBLs and more PBLs.  High School students find ways to introduce themselves using Art and 
Mathematics.  Who do you think these students are?  If you know, stop by the office to give your 
answers.  The first five individuals to guess correctly will win a treat. 
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The 100 Black Men of 
Atlanta  invited HSE to attend 
their annual College Fair on 
Saturday, September 27th.  
The fair was held at the Omni 
Hotel.  The College Board, 
admission, and financial aid 
officers from many 
Historically Black Colleges 
and Universities (such as 
Spelman and Morehouse), 
along with other majority 
colleges (such as Emory and 
Vanderbilt), were invited to 
showcase their institutions.  
Universities from Florida, 
Alabama, Tennessee, 

Mississippi, South Carolina, 
Georgia, and several foreign 
colleges were in 
attendance.   

The event was free and 
geared toward high school 
juniors and seniors. Over 
3,000 students attended the 
event.  HSE students who 
attended the event were 
prepared with their 
resumes, ITBS test scores, 
and plenty of questions.   

Our 9th and 10th grade 
students also attended.  

They wanted to be 
prepared for the 
upcoming summer 
school programs,  
obtain admission 
applications, as well as 
to get answers to their 
questions about the 
colleges that they were 
interested in. 

Afterward, some 
students toured the 
CNN Center, while 
others attended the 
annual Bank of America 
Atlanta Football Classic. 
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Wash Your Hands Frequently 
– Scrub your hands 
vigorously with soap & water 
while counting to 20 or use 
an alcohol-based sanitizer. 

Avoid Touching Your Face – 
When possible, avoid 
touching your nose, eyes, 
and mouth.  It’s one of the 
most common ways children 
catch and spread colds. 

Use Disposable Tissues to 
Cover Sneezes and Coughs 
– Avoid covering sneezes 
and coughs with your hands.  
Use a tissue and then 
dispose of it immediately. 

Do Your Best to Stay Smoke-
Free 

- Smoke, even secondhand 

smoke, dries out nasal 
passages, paralyzing the 
delicate hairs in your nose 
that protect you against cold 
and flu germs. 

Drink Plenty of Water 

- Stay hydrated.  Water 
boosts your immune system 
by flushing out toxins. 

Get Proper Rest 

- Create a consistent 
bedtime routine.  Going to 
bed at the same time each 
night helps your body 
anticipate sleep. 

- Create relaxing habits 
before bedtime:  Turn down 
the lights, take a warm bath, 
or read just before bed. 

Eat Well 

- Eat at least three 
servings of vegetables 
and two servings of 
fresh fruit a day.  Focus 
on dark green red, and 
yellow fruits and 
vegetables. 

- Eat at least two 
servings of dairy a day – 
a cup of low-fat yogurt 
can help reduce 
susceptibility to colds. 

Taken from Scholastic 
and Take Care Clinic. 
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Ms. Huff’s scientists have been very busy observing and experimenting using the Scientific 
Method. 
 

    
 

  Identifying Parts of a Plant 
 

 Osmosis Lab  
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  Investigating Mold 
 

 Observing Germination  
 

  The Seedling   
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  Vascular Plants  
 

   

 

 

OObbsseerrvviinngg  aa  wwoorrmm’’ss  
rreeaacctt iioonn  ttoo  ttoouucchh  
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Welcome back Parents and Students! I am so happy to be teaching middle and high school math 
and science this year.  My plans are to have a year filled with hands-on projects, critical thinking 
assignments, and exploration inside and outside of the classroom.  I believe we are off to a great 
start as you will see below.  Please take some time to review our projects.  There will be more to 
come!! 

    
 

My science classes begin the year by completing projects around the review of the scientific 
method. Can you define hypothesis? 

 

 
 

These are pictures of my Physical Science animal models.  In Physical Science, we are learning 
how scientist must use models in order to demonstrate things that are too big or too small to view 
in a lab so we created animal models to demonstrate this idea. Can you identify Blake’s animal 
model? 
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While Physical Science created models, the Chemistry class discovered the metric system and 
how this system allows us to calculate, volume, density, length, and mass. 
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There’s always something going on in Mrs. Gayle’s Room.  We have it all:  games, contests, 
learning, and playing.  You name it, we’ve got it.  The 7th grade math,  

Pre-Algebra, Algebra II and the Pre-Calculus class will be competing head on in the stock market 
challenge.  September marks the take off for this hand’s on, real life math application.  Teams are 
currently preparing for the September 28, 2009 stock market opening day. Parent’s, we know you 
want to play along, and so we have found a way to keep you involved.  You can act as your child’s 
financial advisor.  You may offer suggestions and advice.  The students are responsible for the 
research and presentation to their teammates.  All purchases must be agreed upon by the team 
members before a stock, or other investment is made.  So parents, there is no need to sneak 
around.  Come join the fun.  Now let’s take a look at what going on in your neck of the woods: 

····   7th Grade Math has been working hard to get this school year off on the right track.  
Students are currently reviewing decimals and integers and using these numbers to solve 
real-world applications.    

····  Pre-Algebra  has taken collaborative learning to another level.  They are putting their heads 
together to ensure that no child is left behind.   Groups are working together to review prior 
concepts taught in the previous course.  The topics we are covering provide a solid 
foundation for algebra concepts that are soon to follow. 

····  The ladies of Algebra II are looking good.  We came across a road block, but the ladies of 
Algebra II kicked that wall down!!  We are styling and profiling.  We are moving forward and 
not looking back.  We are in the process of tackling various properties of real numbers and 
properties of equality to simplify expressions and solve equations.  We are learning to solve 
compound inequalities and absolute value equations and inequalities equations. 

····  Pre-Calculus is venturing to the point of no return.  The fellas of Pre-Calc will get a taste of 
satisfaction.  Dessert will come next year in Calculus. They are beginning to see the beauty 
of mathematics.  Things that were taught in previous courses are now being used. “When 
am I ever going to need this?” This once common question/complaint is becoming a thing of 
the past.  Students are exploring the wonderful world of trigonometry.   Students will have 
the opportunity to learn about unit circles, trigonometric identities, equations, and graphs. 

P.S.  Just in case the kids “forget” to mention this to you parents.  I am available for after school 
tutorials Tuesday and Thursday from 3:15pm – 4:15pm.   
 

Social Studies class gives us the opportunity to examine other cultures and see how they connect 
to our own.  With so much do in so little time, there is always something to explore and analyze.  
Our social studies classes are packed with writing, writing and more writing.  What is there to write 
about you ask?  Well let’s see: 

····  World Geography  is investigating the five major themes of geography.   They are 
preparing to travel to various countries in the western hemisphere.  They have been 
keeping daily journals of their quest for knowledge of new lands. 

····  Georgia Studies  is taking a look at Georgia’s first years.  We are cruising through the 
preliminary chapters and beginning to delve into the history of the great state of Georgia. 
We are currently focusing on the colonial lifestyles and contributions of various ethnic 
groups that came to Georgia.     

····  World History  is working ever so diligently. We are slowly incorporating a college level 
rigor and the students are meeting me every step of the way.  We are in the process of 
completing our second paper and preparing for the next.   We are currently examining what 
life was like in early times and analyzing the changes in civilization as it develops. 
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As the middle and high school students have readjusted themselves to school, they have been 
eagerly awaiting the projects that enhance their learning.  The 6th graders have performed two labs 
as they learn about the scientific method. The first involved tracking the number of regular water 
drops as well as soapy water drops that the students thought would fit on the head of a penny.  
The second lab had the students swinging homemade pendulums as they experimented with 
changing variables in an experiment. 

In World Geography, the 7th graders are learning how movement affects geography. They are 
currently working on a project that has them planning the North American concert tour of a musical 
group. They have to research latitudes and longitudes of ten cities as well as  calculate the time it 
will take them to travel from one city to another as well as the amount of gas their tour bus should 
use. 

In the 11th grade Environmental Science class, the students have been working on an ongoing 
project about water conservation. They started by tracking their families water use for a week. 
Next they created posters that outlined ways that everyone can conserve water. Currently, they 
are working on public service announcements (PSAs) about water conservation that will be 
recorded.  
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� The school year is off to a wonderful start in the world of English and Language Arts. The 
6th graders have adjusted quite nicely to life in middle school. They are currently mastering the 
rigors of essay writing and writing vocabulary sentences that contain context clues. The 7th graders 
have begun reading their first novel, The People of Sparks, a sequel to The City of Ember. As with 
everything they do, the 7th graders bring a tremendous amount of energy and enthusiasm to the 
class. The 8th graders finished reading “New Directions” by Maya Angelou. It is the story of a 
woman who is abandoned by her husband and left with two young children to support. The main 
character finds a way to support her children by selling meat pies to the local workers. In keeping 
with the spirit of the story and in an effort to read informational materials (namely recipes), the 8th 
graders cooked and baked their own meat pies. The finished product was sampled by both staff 
and students, and most agree that they were quite tasty. 

 The 9th graders have been studying narrative writing, and to that end, they have authored 
their own fictional narratives. Students were charged with creating stories that contained both 
examples of foreshadowing and essential elements of plot. The narratives are being critiqued by 
both teacher and peers. Lastly, the 10th and 11th graders were studying the Oral Tradition and 
Native American literature. Each completed an oral storytelling project. The 11th graders created 
their own origin myths or stories that contained elements commonly found in Native American 
writing. They worked in pairs and could not write the stories down. They were to rely completely on 
memory and improvisation. The tales were presented to their peers and contained lighting, 
costumes, music, and other props. They did a fantastic job! The 10th graders created their own 
stories as well and are currently in the midst of recording their telling of the stories on the 
computer. They will then insert visual images to accompany the stories. Look for the finished 
product on the HSE website soon!  
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HSE elementary, middle, and high school students en joyed attending the 
“America I Am:  The African American Imprint” in Se ptember.  “ The National 
Constitution Center in Philadelphia proudly hosted the world debut of the America I AM: The 
African American Imprint exhibition, celebrating nearly 500 years of African American contributions 
to our country. The four-year touring museum exhibition opened on Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s 
birth date on January 15, 2009. 
 
The 15,000 square foot exhibition presented a historical continuum of pivotal moments in courage, 
conviction, and creativity that solidifies the undeniable imprint of African Americans across the 
nation and around the world. It provided context to how African Americans have contributed to and 
shaped American culture across four core areas: economic, socio-political, cultural, and spiritual, 
up to present-day events, including the inauguration of the first African American president. 
America I AM: The African American Imprint is developed in partnership with Tavis Smiley, and is 
organized by Cincinnati Museum Center and Arts and Exhibitions International (AEI).” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HSE preschool students attended the Children’s Muse um of Atlanta. 

  

 

 

 

We are thankful to have purchased two school buses this year!  We also want to 
thank our parent bus drivers and all of our parents  who volunteer on our field 
trips!  Thank YOU!!!
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These don’t cost a thing.  Just remember to 
cut them out!  Visit 
http://www.boxtops4education.com/ for 
information on products that these coupons 
can be found on. 

 

These don’t cost a thing.  Just remember to 
use your HSE Publix Partners card everytime 
you shop at Publix!   Ask your family 
members to also use the card.  If you don’t 
have one, we have plenty of them in the 
office. 

 

The Parent Capital Campaign Committee will be 
sponsoring The “Year of Hope” Calendar 
Fundraiser.  IIInnnddd iii vvv iii ddduuuaaalll    aaannnddd    ggg rrr ooouuuppp    ppp iii ccc ttt uuu rrr eeesss    ooo fff    
sss ttt uuudddeeennn ttt sss    www iii lll lll    bbbeee   ttt aaakkk eeennn    ddduuu rrr iii nnnggg    ttt hhheee   nnneeexxx ttt    fff eeewww    
fff iii eeelll ddd    ttt rrr iii pppsss    iii nnn    OOOccc ttt ooobbbeeerrr !!!       Calendars will be sold 
for$19.99.  These keepsake calendars will also 
feature advertisements that can be purchased by 
individuals, families, and businesses.   

 

Macy’s supports local non-profit organizations 
each year by sponsoring its Shop For A Cause 
Event.  HSE has been invited to participate.  If 
you shop at Macy’s, stop by the office or contact 
a SGA member to purchase a coupon book for 
$5.  You may also enter to win a $500 gift card.  
TTThhheee   ccc ooouuupppooonnnsss    aaarrreee   uuussseeeddd    ooonnn    SSSaaattt uuu rrr dddaaayyy,,,   OOOccc ttt ooobbbeeerrr    
111777 ttt hhh ...   
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Childhood Health: Statistics  

 

Childhood obesity has increased threefold since the 1960s, and the number of overweight children 
between the ages of six and eleven has gone up 30%. Youth in America are inactive for 75% of 
their waking hours and they only spend about 16% of their day on vigorous activity. Kids are 
replacing outdoor activities with computer games and television programs.  

Type 2 diabetes has increased tenfold among children from 1982 to 1994. Seventy percent of 
children under 14 are at risk for developing diabetes. Ten percent of children between the ages of 
two and five are overweight. In addition, one out of every four teenagers runs the risk of becoming 
overweight.  

Obesity now affects sixty percent of the adult population in America today. Children who are 
overweight have a greater risk of becoming overweight adults and face the possibility of stroke, 
cancer, high blood pressure, and heart disease in their futures. Obesity contributes to 
approximately 300,000 deaths per year, making it the seventh leading cause of death in the United 
States. Overweight children also miss an average of three more school days per year due to 
illness than students who are not overweight.  

Tips For A Healthier Lifestyle  

 

Here are some suggestions for parents, trainers, teachers, and other concerned adults to help kids 
adapt to a healthier lifestyle. First of all, if we are expecting youth around us to eat healthy and 
exercise regularly, we must model that behavior ourselves.  

Adults must also involve their children in at least sixty minutes of activity five to six days a week.  

We are bringing our children at Hope the latest and greatest in workout technology via the DVD 
series with Shaun T. and The BeachBody Insanity program. 

Hope Brings Insanity DVD to gym class  

 

 

The program will push our student’s past their sticking points with 10 workout discs packed with 

plyometric drills on top of nonstop intervals of strength, power, resistance, and ab and core training 

moves. No equipment or weights needed. Each workout keeps everyone constantly challenged as 

they alternate between aerobic and anaerobic intervals performed at their MAX. The result: burn 

up to 1,000 calories in an hour. 
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Got Hope? 
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Hope Schools of Excellence continues to offer Chinese language in our foreign language teaching 
in this school year. The course is offered to K3, K5, 2nd grade, 4th grade, 6th grade and 8th grade 
students.  Many of the students are first time to touch the language but they are so interested in 
learning it. In the first two months, our teaching and learning go very smoothly.   All the grades 
except kindergarten classes finished learning pinyin (Chinese Romanization system) in two weeks 
while it took us one month to finish it last year.   To help the students write better Chinese 
characters, we spent one week to get familiar with all the character strokes including the names 
and the shapes. Many students now understand that the Chinese characters are made of the 
strokes and they have to write  the characters with the proper strokes instead of drawing the 
characters. A sixth grader said, “To me, now the Chinese characters don’t look that complicated 
anymore.” 

 

Our kindergarten kids now all can greet people in Chinese and count numbers in Chinese. If you 
go to K5 Chinese class, they can even tell you the date of the day.  You will also find the fourth 
graders want to show you how well they can perform a dialogue to introduce themselves. Writing 
Chinese characters is difficult? Not anymore. A writing exhibition will be displayed in the hallway. 
You will find some 2nd graders’ writing is not second to the seniors.   

 

                 

                                                            

Fourth graders trying to be the first to practice the dialogue they just learned. 
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This year has gotten off to a great start!  Our K4 ROCKERS are learning the alphabet and they 
have learned their first Spanish song.  Our FIRST GRADERS have mastered the animal names in 
Spanish and are currently working hard on their National Hispanic Month presentation.   

 

Our THIRD GRADERS have been doing a great job learning Spanish numbers.  They can even do 
math problems in Spanish (just ask them)! They are also very busy preparing to “Rock-N-Roll” in 
Español in the upcoming National Hispanic Month show.   Our FIFTH GRADERS can already spell 
their names in Spanish! Way to go fifth grade.  Our SEVENTH GRADERS are learning about 
Spanish colors right now. They had a great time playing Spanish BINGO which helped them 
master counting in Spanish!  

 

The 9th GRADERS are doing an awesome job!  They prepared Power Point presentations on 
different Spanish Speaking countries, the Spanish alphabet, colors, greetings, and they are 
working on a skit for the National Hispanic Month show right now.  The 10th GRADERS showed 
that they really know their stuff when they all scored 100% on the Spanish numbers exam.   The 
exam was oral and each student was given 33 random numbers from 1-1000.  They were a little 
nervous at first, but they all finished with flying colors! Way to go 10th grade. The 11th GRADERS 
know their Spanish history quite well and can tell you about Spain’s quest to dominate the world 
and what part Africa played in Spanish history.  They know the Spanish numbers and we are 
currently working on Spanish colors, nouns and adjectives.     

We are looking forward to a great year in the Foreign Language Department where our goal is for 
our students to be able to read, write, and speak their target language. 

 

 

 

Señora Malit 

Director of Foreign Languages 
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The Parent Teacher 
Organization has gotten off to 
a fantastic start.  Our 
meetings have been attended 
by approximately 40 - 50 
families and teachers on 
average.  The PTO also 
organized a successful 
fundraiser, which had a profit 
of over $3,000.  Parents got 
together to create a fun 
scratch off fundraiser activity.  
It took a lot of time to develop 
the scratch off cards.  Thanks 
to Mrs. McCain for 
developing this great idea.  

Dr. Joyce Lewis, one of our 
parents, did a presentation at 

the last PTO meeting on the 
H1N1 flu virus.  She 
provided helpful hints that 
will help all of us stay 
healthy during the flu 
season.  DDDrrr ...   LLLeeewww iii sss    ooowww nnnsss    
ttt hhheee   GGGrrreeeaaattt eeerrr    AAAttt lll aaannn ttt aaa   FFFaaammmiii lll yyy   
HHHeeeaaalll ttt hhhccc aaarrreee   iii nnn    CCClll aaarrr kkk sss tttooonnn ... 

The PTO also planned and 
executed the school picture 
day.  They contacted 
LifeTouch National School 
Studios to schedule our 
student picture day.  They 
also developed and printed 
all of the reminders 
regarding Picture Day.  

(Note:  Retake Day is 
Tuesday, October 
27th!)   

We are thankful for the 
PTO leadership (Mrs. 
Lynne Hall: President, 
Gwendolyn Daugett: 
Vice President, Quiana 
Hanley: Secretary, 
Tonya Stinson: 
Treasurer, Dionne 
Waters:  Hospitality 
Chair, and Kyla Smith 
(Room Parent Leader.)  
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The Student Government 
Association, SGA, elected 
new officers for 2009-2010.  
They are Summer McPherson 
(President), Bianca Patterson 
(Vice President), Jabria 
Stinson (Secretary), and 
DeAndre Terry (Treasurer).  
Advising them is Mrs. Justina 
Jenkins.   

One of the first tasks for this 
new group was to lead the 
school in selecting a mascot.  
We are officially the HSE 
Jaguars!  They are also 
planning a fundraiser called 
“Excellence Through Talent.”  
The proceeds will be used to 
fund upcoming SGA events. 

We look forward to an exciting 
school year. 
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 Candidates who ran for President. (L-R)  
Kiara Battle, Summer McPherson, and 
Kannon Patterson 

 

Candidates who ran for Vice President (L-R) 
Craig Cobb, Michaela Johnson, and Bianca 
Patterson 

Candidates who ran for Secretary (L-R) 
Jabria Stinson and DeVaughn Smith 

The winners are (L-R) Summer McPherson 
(President), Jabria Stinson (Secretary), 
DeAndre Terry (Treasurer), and Bianca 
Patterson (Vice President) 



    1& 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2009 Georgia Grade-level Championship 
 
When: October 17, 2009 
 
Where: Greater Atlanta Christian School, 1575 Indian Trail Rd, Norcross GA 30093 
(please use entrance farthest from I-85) 
 
Format: 5-round, unrated, Swiss-style tournament; open to all Georgia students in grades K-12; 
In 13 sections, one for each grade, with 30 minutes per player as the time control. 
Prizes: Trophies to all who score 3.5 or better, minimum 3 trophies per section. 
Participation awards to all players. 
 
Entry Fee: $20 if attending a non-title 1 school; $10 if attending a title 1 school. 
All must be received by Tuesday, October 13, 2009. Make check payable to: GCA 
There is no on-site registration. Late payments and registrations not accepted. 
 
Registration: Please mail payment and registration form to: 
GCA, P.O. Box 91, Tucker, GA 30085-0091 (Please note new address.) 
Schedule: Rounds: 10-11:30-1-2:30-4. Award ceremony ASAP after last round ends. 
Registration list will be posted by 9:00am. It is the parent’s responsibility to arrive early 
enough to verify that the information is correct or to have errors fixed before round 1 begins. 
Byes: A student may miss one or two rounds if arranged in advance with their registration. All byes 
will be zero-point byes. Players must commit to play at least three rounds. 
Information: Scott Parker, 770-939-5030, gradelevels@georgiachess.org, www.georgiachess.org 
Please Note: Sets and Board supplied. Chess clocks not supplied. Please bring one if you have 
one. 
 
We strongly encourage everyone, especially first-ti mers, to read the frequently asked 
questions at http://www.georgiachess.org/downloads/ FAQ_Grade-levels_2009.pdf 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
- - - 
2009 Georgia Grade-level Championship Entry Form 
Student 
Name_____________________________________Phone_______________________________
_____ 
School___________________________________________Email_________________________
___________ 
USCF ID#________________________________________Bye Rounds (max 2 allowed): 1 2 3 4 
5 
Section (circle one): K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
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Capitol City Bank 
and Trust Company 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

�  Oct 8: HSE Leadership Assembly 

�  Oct 10: Yard Sale Fundraiser for  
HSE Sports (Ousley UMC) 

�  Oct 13: 4 th & 5 th  Grade Students  
invite everyone to their 
Culture Day (Food & Fun) 

�  Oct 15: National Hispanic  
Heritage Month Celebration 

�  Oct 17: PSAT Tests at HSE 
Georgia Chess Championship 

�  Oct 19: “Year of Hope” Calendar  
pictures to be taken 

�  Oct 23: SGA Talent Show (3:45-until) 

�  Oct 27: Picture Retake Day 

�  Oct 31: Annual HSE Harvest Festival 
at Leapin Lizards (10am– 2pm)  

�  Oct 31: Middle & High School Student 
Costume Ball at Leapin 
Lizards (8pm-midnight) 

�  Nov 3&4: Field Trip to the Atlanta  
Symphony Orchestra 

��
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6440 Rock Springs Rd 
Lithonia, GA 30038 

Phone:   678.323.8000 
Fax:   678.323.8003 

www.hopeschoolsofexcellence.com  
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We’re on the Web! 

www.hopeschoolsofexcellence.com 
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Would you like to share information 
about your business with all HSE 
parents, partners, and everyone 
who visits our website?  If so, 
advertise in the Hope Herald. 

Rates are low and affordable.  For 
more information, contact Mrs. 
Stinson at:  

bstinson@hopeschoolsofexcellence.com
. 

 

This will be our reality soon.  
Our kids deserve it.  Keep 
this vision alive. 

If we can believe it, we can 
achieve it. 

Get involved.  Don’t wait for 
someone to ask you to help.  
Contact the front office to 
find out how you can make 
a difference! 


